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Takas na goyad baad azeen,

1

man deegaram, tau deegari’
Translation:
“I have become you, and you I,

I am the body, and you are the
soul, hence no one can say then,

that I am someone else, and you
are someone else”

No one in the world would have
heard about it, and the ones who
had been there previously would
never have said — they become qui-
et. Perhaps, they could not find
anyone who could contain the
secrets.

Even they themselves had
reached there after so much effort
and the advices of Hoopoe. They
were submerged in a sea of won-
derment. Hoopoe was right when
he had said, “How should I ex-
plain to you the pathway, and the
destination it leads to? Everything
said would become fictional when
you reach there. Once you see it,
that one vision will be seen in all
the things you see around you.”

They had lost their intellect on
the way, and their tongue had
forgotten how to speak. Only their
hearts still beat... but in such a
way, that in pure reverence to
Simurgh, it beat silently.

v

When He concealed Himself, it
was the stage of wonderment,
Magam-e-Hairat. When the birds
came out of wonderment, they
asked the courtier about the truth
behind ‘you’ and ‘I".
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Then, a voice echoed from the
Special Court, “A speck is a speck
and the Sun is the Sun. A speck
cannot become the Sun, nor can
the Sun become a speck. Whoever
comes, perceives themselves un-
der the light of the Sun, and since
light and its shadow are from Sun,
the seer sees themselves in the
same light. Thirty mirrors formed
when thirty of you came here. But
even if fifty birds or more had
reached here, things would have
remained the same, and as many
mirrors would have appeared as
there were birds. You have only
witnessed the reflection. Look at
the reflection, and see yourself in
it. How can sight perceive Me?
The valleys that you travelled
through were crossed because I
gave you the strength to do so,
else, you were very weak. Annihi-
late yourself into Me, and find
yourself through Me.”

As soon as they heard the com-
mand, all the birds annihilated, and
the reflection vanished in the Sun.

Thousands of centuries had
passed, but those who had reached
the station of annihilation were
oblivious of the state of any other
bird. Suddenly, the mortal birds
were ordered to appear before
Him. And as soon as they re-
ceived the orders, they rushed to
be there in ecstasy... and their
mortality attained perpetuity.

What followed after this? It is
not permissible to divulge any
further. ..

(Last Episode)
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to note that Attar (RA) has used
the name ‘Simurgh’ metaphorical-
ly). We love Him and have come
to surrender before Him. We have
crossed a tedious, long path to
reach here. We hope that we will
be treated with mercy and
benevolence.

The courtier said, “It is due only
to His benevolence that you have
reached here. There have been
many who have desired to be
here, but as soon as they began
their journey, they gave up. They
weren’t faithful to the path, so the
path was not faithful to them. The
pathway remained, but they
turned into specks of dust.”

¥4
The 30 birds had been cleansed
free from the misleading work of
the ego. Their bodies were life-
less, but they held enlightened
hearts,and then they witnessed the
Noor (a stage of Divine Light).

They were all in a daze. In be-
wilderment, they either looked at
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each other or to the one who ena-
bled their sight. They realised that
what they had seen till then had
all been fictional, and what they
were witnessing before them was
the True reality.

The birds could not behold the
direct sight of Simurgh — but
when Simurgh removed his veil,
his reflection illuminated the en-
tire universe. It was through the
reflection of his face that they saw
Him, and what they saw astound-
ed them. They looked at Simurgh
and then at themselves. They were
amazed and dumbfounded at how
Simurgh  had  turned into
Si—Murgh (Thirty Birds).

They continued to look at them-
selves and then back to Simurgh.
But either way, they only saw
Simurgh... Simurgh everywhere.
Where they had vanished to, they
knew not, but... ?

“Man tau shudam, tau man shudi,
Man tan shudam, tau ja’n shudi

2




around the candle, it entered the
flame, and surrendered itself to it.
No information or sign of it was
left — it simply handed over its life
to the candle.

All of the moths saw that mov-
ing scene and they said aloud,
“Indeed, this is the path of Reality
and he is the True wayfarer of
the Path.”

V4

The Great Sufi, Farid al-Din
Attar (RA) says, “The account of
the moths turned the birds rest-
less. Many of them lost their lives
in that very phase of the journey.
The rest of the anxious and con-
founded birds carried on with
their enterprise. Several years
passed by, they encountered many
rises and falls along the way, but
they surmounted all hurdles suc-
cessfully, one by one.”

Attar (RA) also says, “There are
many who trudge on this path but
only few reach the Special Court.”

He writes, “The severe journey
took its toll and a few out of thou-
sands and millions reached there;
some lost their strength against
the river waves, some descended
to degradation after reaching
some heights, the wings of some
birds were burnt under the intense
heat of the Sun, some were beaten
by their mighty nafs (ego).

Few turned into sand from the
dust of the desert, and when their
yearning of visaal (union) grew to
such an extent that some of them
were unable to stand its fervour,
they were eventually driven to put
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an end to their lives. For a number
of them, their feebleness and ill-
ness became a hindrance, some
were lost in the sceneries of the
path and hence distraction became
their plight, and some disappeared
in the wilderness. However, a
flock of thousands of birds re-
duced to hundreds, which nar-
rowed down to just 30 at the end
of the journey. All of them were
tired, but they were eager to unite
with life. They saw the Special
Court, and what they saw was
indescribable — even their intel-
lect, understanding, cognitive
ability, intuition or even with their
best conviction, they were unable
to explain. Mercy showered all
over them, and the splendid sight
of beauty captivated the birds.

Eventually, a courtier appeared
from the Special Court and saw
how the yearning to meet Si-
murgh had transformed the birds.
Despite the fact that the birds had
reached Him after conquering
splendours, precious gems, valua-
ble jewelry, and most importantly,
their ego in the journey, nothing
they had seen could equate to
even a glimpse of Simurgh. They
were lying featherless, exhausted,
and lifeless. They had already
given up their lives, but their bod-
ies still existed, and each of their

organs were crying out,
‘Simurgh...Simurgh’.”
The courtier asked them,

“Where have you come from and
what do you want?’’

The birds answered, “Our King
Simurgh lives here (it is important

2




to narrate.”

The birds were all ears. Hoopoe
went on, “The pupil asked his
murshid as to how eternity could
be achieved after annihilation? ‘Is
annihilation equal to death?’ he
asked. The murshid answered,
‘Annihilation is when the self
merges into the True self. Annihi-
lation is in fact dying before one’s
death. The individual annihilates
into the Supreme Being, but their
soul subsists and transfers to the
next realm at a set time.” The
murshid further described, ‘After
knowing talab (yearning), ishq
(love), maarifat (realisation), and
Istighna (detachment), the attrib-
utes of God are transferred into
the person traveling on His path.
As aresult, God’s thinking pattern
becomes deeply ingrained within
them, which leads to their nega-
tion and the cognition of the one-
ness of God.’

Once they attain cognition, they
say that they witness the fact that
nothing is eternal but God. From
Him comes everything; including
the thoughts we receive, the feel-
ings of hunger, and thirst, and the
urge to quench those desires come
from Him. The movement within
humans comes from Him. It is
due to His command that blood
runs in our veins and arteries, and
if the blood flow stops, that too is
from God.

The birth and death of all crea-
tures happen due to Him. Their
connection with God becomes so
strong that their thoughts are no
longer their own — this is the defi-
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nition of spirituality. They accede
to His will, and look for His hap-
piness in everything they do.
When Tauheed is deeply rooted in
one’s faith, everything else is ne-
gated, and what is left is the affir-
mation of the existence of the One
Supreme Being, who is the Crea-
tor, the Lord of the universe.”

After the story was over, Hoo-
poe told birds, “One night a
swarm of moths assembled to
reach a candle and decided to send
one of them to the castle first to
fetch information on their beloved
candle. Upon reaching the castle,
at a certain distance, the moth de-
tected the candle’s light. It imme-
diately rushed back to the group
and reported the entire scene.

An elderly moth, among all of
them, refuted everything the in-
former said by saying, “He doesn’t
know a thing about the candle,
someone else should be sent.”

Therefore, another moth was
sent, who went inside the castle
and after hovering a little around
the candle fervently, returned and
narrated the entire affair as how
he perceived it.

Again, the elderly in the group
criticised the information the
moth had brought, “He is oblivi-
ous too. Knowing few traits is not
something exemplary. He only
obtained a bit more information
than the previous moth and noth-
ing else.”

So, a third moth went on the
mission. It entered the castle, saw
the candle, but instead of flying

2




The Diary of Birds

Summary of the Previous Episodes: Mantiq-al-Tayr (The Diary of
Birds) is a marvel, authored by the pen of Farid al-Din Attar (RA), who
has beautifully presented the knowledge of tasawwuf and True love
figuratively in the garb of birds. Through the narrations of the attrib-
utes of birds, Attar’s (RA) aim is to have the creations look for their
Creator, which is only possible when we destroy our “ego”, and let our
intellect follow the True Reality. The Hoopoe comes forward as a mes-
senger of the birds who introduces them to King Simurgh, by telling
them of his magnificent attributes. The birds become restless in wanting
to meet Simurgh and with the leadership of the Hoopoe, begin their
Jjourney. Since the journey is uneven and long, the birds become per-
turbed. Each of them tries to give up and narrates an excuse, but the
Hoopoe tries to convince them that their pretext is weak. During the
journey, when the birds set down to rest, they asked Hoopoe about their
affiliation with Simurgh. Hearing the answer, the vigour to reach that
high station developed within them. Hoopoe tells them of the variable
nature of the world, and the consistency of the nature of the king and
his relation with birds. After knowing the truth, the birds began their
Jjourney with zeal and zest. Journeying through the turbulent paths, they
see the first valley of Sulook (the path of spirituality). The birds re-
quested Hoopoe to tell them about the protocols that the journey of
Sulook demands, to avoid embarrassment before the king. During the
short stay in the first valley, a session of question and answer began. As
they had to travel to a distant land, considering the length of time and
distance, the birds continued towards the next valley. During the flight,
upon a fellow bird’s inquiry, Hoopoe narrates the names and attributes
of the valleys of Rah-e-Sulook. Who succeeded in the test and reached
the Higher Court? Find out!

Hoopoe said, “There is Fana
(annihilation)  after  Tauheed
(Oneness). Everything in this
world is in the course of extinc-
tion — they appear, and then they
vanish. Each dying moment
proves that there is an eternity in
annihilation.”

The birds said to Hoopoe, “You
#1el9 UO
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have already told us that whoever
sacrifices their life for their dearest
becomes eternal. How can we
understand this in a simpler way?”’

Hoopoe said, “This very ques-
tion was once asked by another
student to his murshid (spiritual
mentor). You will find your an-
swer in this story that I am about

2




way a galactic system comprising
spiral galaxies has been mapped.
There are two huge arms on each
side of a galaxy with additional
smaller branches spreading out of
each arm. Our earth is situated in
one of these arms. These small
branches consist of various stars
and their systems. Space between
them is filled with gases and
dust particles.

At the center of galactic system,
there is a space viewed as a hole.
No telescope could record visible
or invisible light being emitted by
this hole. This is known as Black
Hole. Around it are located only
those stars which are bigger and
brighter than other stars. Although
the exact role of black hole is yet
to be determined, it is believed
that this hole has to do something
with the birth of stars as the big
stars are seen only around Black
Holes. Galaxies and arms attached
to them are frequently changing
their positions.

It is believed that our earth
completes a circle in our galaxy in
80,000 years. Similarly, experts
have recorded data for other solar
systems. According to them,
where there is matter there will be
force of attraction. And when
there is force of attraction, there
will be movement to keep the
galactic system stable. Amazing-
ly, during study and research of
galactic movements a number of
locations have been discovered
which against scientific analysis
do not move.

#1*19 Lj/”
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According to Swiss astronomer,
these locations are called Dark
Matter containing such invisible
quantity of matter which cannot
be detected by modern scientific
equipment. The concentration of
matter at these locations can
spread to take a specific shape. It
is believed that these locations
provide determined quantities of
matter to keep galactic branches
stable.

In the context of unraveling of
matter and energy, Baba Qalandar
Aulia (RA) says:

“On each Hadeerah, over a tril-
lion systems are located. In order
to keep a system intact, non per-
manent systems act as stores. The
process of making and breaking
of non-permanent systems feeds
permanent systems. Each system
has skies, earth, mountains, ani-
mals, plants etc. as we see in our
own system.”

According to experts, 96 per-
cent of universe is made of Dark
Matter or Dark Energy. 3.5 per-
cent is composed of gases and 0.5
percent is occupied by stars and
galactic systems. Dark Matter
does not change its place while
other systems keep changing their
locations in galactic branches.
Although exact functions and
structure of this matter is not
known, it is observed that forces
of attraction could not influence
this matter.

(To be continued)
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celestial phenomena will add
other essential viewpoints on
creation theory.

The author of the book ““ Qalandar
Shaoor” Khawaja Shams al-Din
Azeemi commented on the contem-
porary efforts to understand universe
as follows:

“Scientists promote a material
theory according to which unless
there is a practical demonstration
of an event or phenomenon, it can-
not be accepted. These knowledge-
able scientists forget that they are
negating their own theory by limit-
ing themselves to materialistic
definition. They further believe
that unless viewed nothing can be
considered truth. This is, neverthe-
less, a fact that all their progress
depends on an invisible light.”

There is a difference between
science and spiritualism. Scien-
tific endeavours are within limited
consciousness (world of senses)
whereas spiritual revelations be-
long to sub-conscious level which
is beyond time and space.

In order to study celestial
bodies, new forms of light have
been discovered with the help
of advanced devices and a new
3D model of Universe has been
formulated.

The Big Bang theory is the most
popular one among all the theories
of the origin of this universe. As
mentioned earlier, unlike popular
belief, experts consider Big Bang
as the beginning point for the ex-
pansion of this universe.

As astronomy progressed as a
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subject, many devices and proce-
dures were developed to analyse
and study celestial bodies. Initially,
through these devices only visible
light could be observed. But with
different experiments it came to
human knowledge that there were
other kinds of light. The light that
we know is among many. Colours
in visible lights are seen in rain-
bow which range from red to vio-
let. Tt also became known that
lights cannot pass through non-
transparent bodies. But lights
which have frequency below red
and above violet pass through non-
transparent bodies too. Their var-
ied frequencies helped record in-
ternal structures and characteristics
of various bodies. This procedure
came to be known as Spectrosco-
py. The method helped analyse
light from remote planets.

It came to our knowledge that
observation of a remote planet is
accompanied by an observatory
error called Parallax. This means
that celestial body being observed
is actually situated a bit away from
the location where it is being seen.
This happens due to earth’s move-
ments around the Sun. For exam-
ple, according to spectroscopy the
distance between earth and one of
the closest stars 61 Cygni is
around 11 Light Years (LY).

Through prism not only the
structures of celestial bodies, their
axial movements and changes
occurring in them have been rec-
orded but details of remote stars
and their planetary systems have
also come to our knowledge. This
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The Universe

Scientific endeavours are within limited consciousness (world of senses)
whereas spiritual revelations belong to sub-conscious level which is

beyond time and space.

In Universal system, light is
used as standard to measure dis-
tances. The speed of light is be-
lieved to be 300,000 kms per sec-
ond which means that with this
speed 7 round trips of earth can be
conducted in one second. In the
context of universe, use of tradi-
tional measurement i.e. km and
mile is not possible given great
distances and cumbersomeness
inevitably imposed by the use of
several zeroes in measurement
units. This led to adoption of As-
tronomical Units and Light years
for measurement of galactic dis-
tances. The distance between sun
and earth is 1 AU and between
sun and Jupiter 5 AU, and be-
tween sun and the last planet,
Neptune 30 AU. Likewise, dis-
tance travelled by light in one
year is called one light year.

Our earth is part of solar sys-
tem. Although rotation of earth,
sun and other stars and planets is
an ancient observation, Polish
scientist Nicholas Copernicus
proved in the 16" century that
earth rotates around sun and not
otherwise as held by contempo-
rary religious scholars. Similarly,
yet another connected belief be-
came popular that all the planets
in our solar system are linked with
each other by a crystal ring.

Subsequently, this belief was
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rejected by scientists on the basis
of the argument that had it been
so, comets coming from other
galaxies would break the crystal.

There are other theories too on
planetary motions. Circular motion
theory is one of them. According to
German astronomer Kepler, all
planets are moving along oval cir-
cles around sun. Initially, our earth,
its moon and five other planets
were visible on sky along with
Milky Way. In 1609 CE, Galileo
discovered more planets using his
telescope. As this technology im-
proved, more planets, satellites and
comets were discovered imparting
new depth to scientific observation.

Kepler not only defined plane-
tary motion but also indicated
existence of solar systems addi-
tional to ours. According to Kep-
ler, like our solar system, all these
systems follow laws of planetary
motion. If we consider earth as
centre the distance between these
systems and our earth will come
to 30 light years.

All these theories constitute an
effort to observe and understand
Universal system through various
advanced devices. These devices
help observe celestial bodies such
as sun, moon and comets materi-
ally. This is one way of observ-
ing space.

A neutral way of observing
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wisher,” the frog claimed.

“I am hungry... I have to look for
flowers,” the butterfly answered.

“Where are you going to find
them?” the frog asked. “Look at
the tree behind you. There are
flower valleys, and there is so
much to eat and drink that you
shouldn’t worry about going any-
where else — so just relax.”

The butterfly said, “But I have
begun to feel hungry.” The frog
said, “The hunger pangs have just
begun to trigger, so whenever you
are very hungry, you should go
only behind this tree and there you
will find plenty of food. Just con-
sider me your guardian — I will
help you all the way. I promise
that I will always guide you to the
right path, and trust me, [ will nev-
er let you be bothered by hunger.”

“You have abridged my worries
to some extent, but I do not think
the place you’ve mentioned is that
safe,” she replied.

“This tree is the safest place be-
cause there are ants on that tree,
which you have seen for yourself,
whereas, on both of the adjacent
trees, there are tiny bloodsucking
insects, which can only be seen if
you are at a close proximity. But, if
you go too close, they’ll eat you
right up. So, this tree is the safest
place, and yes, come closer, I will
tell you a secret,” the frog whispered

The butterfly replied, “There is
no one here — just you and I. So tell
me from there and I will listen.”

The frog said, “O most beauti-
ful princess of alll The colours
and beauty of your wings is so
dazzling that even the rainbow
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shies away. Your voice is so me-
lodious that it enchants this wil-
derness. Look at me, I cannot run,
nor do I have teeth... Why are
you scared of me? And to your
previous point, have you not
heard that the trees have ears too?
You must come close for me to
tell you this secret.”

After hearing all of this, the
butterfly flew towards a nearby
leaf and sat upon it.

The frog said, “Oh, why do you
still fear so much? O brave prin-
cess! Come closer, just a little
more... just another leaf.”

The butterfly hesitantly flew
towards the leaf closest to the
frog, and as soon as she was
close... the frog popped out his
tongue rapidly. In an instant, the
butterfly was in his mouth.

Dear readers, Not only is this
story interesting, but it also entails
an important lesson. So before
reading further, ponder upon what
it is that this story wishes to con-
vey to you. After contemplation,
read further.

Two verses from the Holy
Quran are mentioned below. Try
to look for the truth narrated in
these verses, in the story you have
just read. And we must all ask
ourselves... are we not also mis-
led, just like the innocent butterfly
in the cunning frog’s trap?

“And satan swore unto them
(saying): Lo! I am a sincere adviser
unto you” (Quran, 7:21)

“He promiseth them and stirreth up
desires in them, and Satan promiseth
them only to beguile.” (Quran, 4:120)
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to when you were a larva. Was it
the same number of larvae then as
butterflies flying around now?”

When the butterfly looked
around, she, in fact, found a very
few numbers of butterflies,
whereas she recalled there being a
greater number of larvae.

The butterfly retorted, “There is
a possibility that the other butter-
flies have flown away!” The frog
said, “You too are a butterfly, and
about the same age as the others
who were with you. You under-
stand that they may not have
flown far enough, so why don’t
you fly a little higher to see how
many butterflies are airborne?
Look far and wide.”

The butterfly flew high enough
to be able to see afar, and was
surprised to see that the butterflies
were still very small in number.
Having seen this, she returned and
spoke out of perplexity, “I have
lived here for such a long time,
but have yet to see an enemy.
There were some birds that at-
tacked us occasionally, but that
doesn’t justify how few of us
there are... It seems we have a
hidden enemy here.”

As the frog heard this, he imme-
diately said, “That is exactly what
I’ve been trying to tell you. You
don’t know your enemies, but I
have seen from my abode how
those innocent butterflies fell into
a trap and lost their lives.”

“0k,” she said. “Tell me what
kind of enemy we have, so that
we can identify it ourselves and
be safe?” The frog answered, “It
is far taller than you, and when it
assails, it does so with such swift-
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ness that it is impossible to escape
its strong blow.”

The butterfly said, “You have
told me that it is not only big, but
swift also — but tell me what it
looks like?”” The frog answered, “I
myself try to hide and save myself
from it. Because of this, I have
never had the chance to properly
observe it.”

The butterfly asked, “How do
you save yourself from it when
you have never seen it yourself?”

The frog answered immediate-
ly, “O my dear princess, are you
doubting me? Look! I don’t even
have teeth.” With this, the frog
opened his mouth wide and
showed it to her. Seeing this, she
became relaxed and felt more
comfortable. Then the frog said,
“O kind princess, whatever I have
said has been for nothing but your
wellbeing. I am an inhabitant of
this world of water, and this beau-
tiful wilderness is a refuge to me
like you. Here, I have witnessed
big and large animals dying and
falling prey to other animals; I
have seen ants consuming ele-
phants, and lions hunting down
huge oxen with a single blow.”

Astonished, the butterfly said,
“What? Ants killing and eating
elephants? I have never heard of
such a thing. This is so strange!”

The frog said, “Oh no, not by
killing, but have you not seen ele-
phants dying? The ants too, feast
on the flesh of the dead beasts.”

The butterfly said, “Yes, I have
seen great animals devoured by
smaller ones. On that tree there,
tiny ants have eaten large larvae.”

“I swear, I am your true well-

o Rl




The Sincere Trap

The frog said, “Oh, why do you still fear so much? O brave princess!
Come closer, just a little more... just another leaf.”

When we talk about jungles, the
wilderness of the Amazon is dis-
cussed largely, which in fact, is
the habitat of countless species.
The word ‘countless’ is not used
just figuratively, it is a reality.

Every now and then, when a
new kind of bird or fish etc. is
discovered, scientists claim it to
be a new kind of specie that they
have never seen before. That is
why it is said that myriads of spe-
cies are found in this jungle.

Anyhow, thousands of years
ago, there existed a jungle just
like it somewhere in that very part
of the world, where numerous
animals were seen galloping
around; gazelles jumping, ante-
lopes running, wild oxen munch-
ing grass, and herds of elephants
consuming twigs. On the ground,
one could see ants queued in pur-
suit of food, with leaves clenched
in their mouths, some holding tiny
pieces of hay in their jaws, some
carrying seeds and some watching
over everyone. Larvae could be
seen, busy filling their bellies with
soft young leaves, and some cater-
pillars were undergoing their met-
amorphosis into butterflies.

In the same jungle, there existed
a tree that stood at a river bank for
God knows how long. It had wit-
nessed many springs and resisted
several falls. This tree was the
habitat for thousands of birds and
insects, with its branches occu-
pied with nests, and its low-lying
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leaves homes for the larvae.

One day, when the sun was mild
and the temperature cool, on one of
the lowest leaves, there was a pupa
morphing into butterfly. It was a
beautiful scene. A frog sitting in
the water near the tree watched this
development carefully.

Eventually, the butterfly ap-
peared, flapped its tiny wings,
stretched, and sat on a leaf where
the sunlight fell directly on it.
Under the light of sun, the vernal
colours of the butterfly looked so
magnanimous that it could mes-
merise anyone. The frog too, was
struck by its beauty, and gazed at
it as though he had never seen
anything as beautiful. When their
eyes met, the butterfly blushed
and she prepared to set off. As
soon as the frog noticed its inten-
tions to fly away, he said,

“O beautiful princess, where do
you intend for?”

The butterfly answered,
“Nowhere in particular. I just want-
ed to take a tour of the jungle.”

The frog said, “But you don’t
know anything about this jungle.
This is as beautiful as it is hazard-
ous. Here, life is a blessing as
much as it is in jeopardy. I have
lived here for quite a long time
and know many things.”

The butterfly said, “I have also
lived here on this tree as a larva and
I too know a lot about this place.”

The frog replied, “Just think back
AL




that of Jinn, because they have the

‘Knowledge of the Book’.
It was a person with such
knowledge who brought the

queen’s throne within a fraction
of a moment. God has emphasised
that this knowledge is present in
the heavenly books and that peo-
ple can benefit from it. One does
not need to be a prophet to ac-
quire it, because this ability is
present in every individual. Any-
one can learn the Knowledge of
the Book (/lm al-Asma). If they
do, they sit on a throne where they
are blessed with authority over the
universe, spatiotemporal limits
come under their command, time
negates and space reduces on their
instruction.

Points for Contemplation

It is not the right-thinking ap-
proach if one asks, “Who am I to
acquire this knowledge?” It is
wrong to ignore our abilities
thinking we are not capable. This
is because God has made the at-
tainment of this knowledge public
to everyone by mentioning a per-
son in the story of Prophet Solo-
mon (PBUH) who had this very
knowledge. To enable this
knowledge, it is obligatory to
think and contemplate.

It is not our intention to reduce
the greatness of prophets by men-
tioning the law of timelessness.
Prophets are appointed by God,
and are best among all humans,
and they are the source to all
knowledge that humans have been
bestowed with.
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Our purpose is to explain that
every member of the human race
can reap Dbenefits from the
knowledge of prophets and can
influence the mawarai (that which
is beyond the scope of limited
senses) world. God has mentioned
the very basic principle of inven-
tion in Quran, in the stories of
Prophet David (PBUH) and
Prophet Solomon (PBUH):

“We gave knowledge to Solo-
mon and David which is inspired
by Me (God).”

Inspiration comes from God,
whether one gets inspired through
hearing or seeing. Knowledge
used to descend upon the prophets
of God through Wahi (Divine
inspiration). Hence, any thought
that comes into the mind through
God is essentially the knowledge
of God.

Many scientific inventions like
the aeroplane, telephone, wireless
connection, TV, computer, de-
structive  weapons, and laser
beams, were all only possible
when God inspired people with
these new inventions and modifi-
cations. The existence of a thing is
not possible without knowledge.

It is the Divine law that if a
person works wholeheartedly to
achieve their desired goal, and
spends their energy and abilities
to seek it, their wish is granted.
This is the Sunnah (practice) of
God. It existed yesterday, today,
and will continue to exist in the
future too.

(Last Episode)
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When Prophet Solomon
(PBUH) found Yaghfoor absent,
he said, “I do not see Yaghfoor?
Is he really absent? If he is absent
for no reason, he will be punished
severely, or will be executed, un-
less of course he provides a legiti-
mate excuse for his absence.”
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Eagle

Prophet Solomon (PBUH) com-
manded the eagle, who was the
leader of the birds, to find Yagh-
foor and bring him immediately.
The eagle took off and flew to a
height where his vision of the
earth was reminiscent of a bowl.
While surveying, he saw Yagh-
foor flying in from Yemen.

The eagle instantly rushed to
seize him. Startled by the sudden
attack, Yaghfoor said, “For God’s
sake! Be kind to me and do not
harm me.”

The Eagle replied, “Do you
know that the prophet of God
intends to severely punish you or
even kill you?”

When Yaghfoor heard this, he
questioned, “Did the prophet of
God say anything else other than
this?”

The eagle answered, “Yes, he
said that if Yaghfoor provides a
legitimate reason for his absence,

he will be forgiven.”

Yaghfoor said, “Then there is a
possibility of being spared.”
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Wisdom:

1. Prophet Solomon (PBUH) was
an Insan (human being), who used
to rule over humans, jinn, and
animals.

2.No one among his subordinates
dared to disobey him. Those who
disobeyed would be punished*, as
is apparent with what Prophet
Solomon (PBUH) said about Ya-
ghfoor’s absence.

3.God used to provide provisions
for the whole army that included
jinn, humans, and animals

4.The account of Prophet Solo-
mon (PBUH) points towards the
fact that birds have consciousness
too. The intelligence of Yaghfoor
suggests that animals can also be
used for the delivery of messages.

5.This story also tells us that there
was a Jinn who had the ability to
bring the throne of Queen Bilqgees
in a moment or two from Yemen
to Jerusalem. The distance be-
tween Yemen and Jerusalem is
about 15,000 miles.

6.1t also indicates that in context
of knowledge, the knowledge of a
human being is far greater than

* Prophet Solomon used to punish birds according to the severity of their
crime. It is said that they would be put under the heat of the sun, or given to
ants to be eaten, and some of them would be caged. The culprit bird would be
separated from their tribes, and such a bird would face a boycott from the rest
of the birds until the duration of their punishment had ended, and then they

were set free.
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deep meaning. They have in them
the wisdom of God.

A hoopoe is a famous bird with
different coloured stripes on its
body. It has a crown of feathers
on its head. It can see water under
the earth in the same way a person
can see water in a glass. In Proph-
et Solomon’s court the hoopoe
was a searcher; its job was to
search for water.

The Langar of Prophet Solomon
(PBUH)

For langar (free meal kitchen),
Prophet Solomon (PBUH) used to
sacrifice 5000 camels, 5000 ox
and 20,000 goats.
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Prophet Solomon (PBUH) ad-
dressed the leaders of his nation
after performing the hgjj (Islamic
pilgrimage), “This is the place
where Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) will be born. His influence
will spread to distant lands. He will
give equal rights to all, be it his
relatives or strangers. Anyone’s ill
intentions will not harm him.”

The people asked, “What will
his religion be?”

Prophet Solomon (PBUH) re-
plied, “He will be on the path of
Din-e-Hanif (the Faith of Prophet
Abraham (PBUH)). Those who
will live in his era will be very
fortunate. Therefore, those of you
who are present here should pass
on my message to those who are
not here — he will be the leader of
all prophets — the last prophet,

When Yaghfoor, (Prophet Solo-
mon’s (PBUH) hoopoe bird) took
flight to sightsee and survey the
area, he flew to an altitude so high
that it appeared as he was touch-
ing the sky. From there he ob-
served a lush green and beautiful
garden which caught his attention.
So, he descended and settled on a
branch of a green tree where he
found another hoopoe bird from
Yemen already perched there.
They both began to talk.

The Yemeni hoopoe told Yagh-
foor, “I am a resident of this coun-
try, and this garden is in the own-
ership of Queen Bilgees. She has
many rich people in her kingdom,
and an army of 12,000 warlords
are under her command. My
friend, where are you from? Come
with me, I will show you the
queen’s palace so you may under-
stand  her grandeur and
magnificence.”

Yaghfoor replied, “My friend, I
work at the court of Prophet Solo-
mon (PBUH), and my duty is to
provide him water. The prophet
(PBUH) will look for me, should
he need some water. When he
finds me absent, it will dis-
please him.”

The Yemeni hoopoe said, “He
will be happy if you convey to
him the information of Queen
Bilgees.”

So, Yaghfoor went along with
the Yemeni hoopoe to observe the
kingdom of Queen Bilgees, and

Muhammad (PBUH).” returned to his duty by the
o o— afternoon.
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Prophet Solomon (PBUH)

It is the Divine law that if a person works wholeheartedly to achieve
their desired goal, and spends their energy and abilities to seek it, their
wish is granted. This is the Sunnah (practice) of God. It existed yester-
day, today, and will continue to exist in the future too.

The example of the lion visiting
Hazrat Nana Taj al-Din affirms
that animals contain intelligence
and consciousness. Their way of
living is quite similar to the ways
of mankind. One can imagine the
intelligence of a small insect like
an ant through the account of
when an ant invited the army of
Prophet Solomon (PBUH) and
also had an intellectual discussion
with Prophet Solomon (PBUH),
who had a high status and was a
great king.

A small creation like ant has its
own way of living. Similar to hu-
mans, this tiny insect has many
systems in place. Their family is
based on thousands of members,
with ants of varying shapes and
colours. There is one queen for
the whole colony and they are all
under her command, and it is in-
cumbent upon every member to
follow her orders.

In their society, there exists
actor ants too, and some are engi-
neers, others are gardeners and
there are even soldier ants that
form an army. The sentiments to
be generous and that of sacrifice
are also present within them.
There are ants that are tailors,
scientists and even those that are
free from time and space — they
all perform their duties very well.
How does this small creature
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work with such discipline and
mutual cooperation? It is God
who teaches them to lead such
a life.

Knowledge of the Book

God has not mentioned the sto-
ry of Prophet Solomon (PBUH) in
the holy Quran and other heaven-
ly scriptures to impress us. Why
would God wish to impress us?

God has infinite knowledge. He
wants us to move forward by
looking at other people. The ob-
jective of the story is that we
should opt to take the guided path.
It has also been mentioned that
jinn can be controlled by humans.
If humans look for that
knowledge within the Heavenly
Book, that is called /Im al-Kitab
(Knowledge of the Book), then
they will certainly attain the
knowledge which can make them
superior not only to jinn, but over
the entire universe.
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The wisdom of the bird called
hoopoe is discussed in the story of
Prophet Solomon (PBUH) and the
Queen of Saba. The late arrival of
hoopoe, giving information about
the queen, the fact that she and
her nation worshipped the sun,
and how hoopoe delivered her
Prophet Solomon’s (PBUH) mes-
sage are all points that entail a
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to discomfort during a fast, thereby
automating one to make the right
choices of food during Sehri (a
prefast meal eaten before sunrise)
and Iftar (The evening meal that
breaks the daily fast). One then
notices that the thoughts and words
that flow through a person, match
the type of food they consume in
their daily intake. Lawful food
leads to lawful words and deeds.

Minimalistic Living Kicks-in

“Ye will not attain unto piety until
ye spend of that which ye love. And
whatsoever ye spend, God is aware
thereof.” (Quran, 3:92)

As the clutter in the mind and
gut is reduced, the clutter around
us reduces too. When one fasts
their mind by refraining from neg-
ative emotions and thoughts and
also fasts the body by not eating
between sunrise and sunset, eve-
rything in their environment be-
gins to feel like an excess. One
begins to redefine the absolute
essential and luxury categories in
every aspect of their life. As we
clean our minds and gut, we begin
to give away what is in excess in
our homes too. Minimalistic liv-
ing occurs inside and out. The
process of minimal thinking, min-
imal eating, and minimal sleeping
leads to minimalistic living.
Reinstating  Proportions  of
Healthy Living — 10% Food +
20% Water + 70% Energy

Limited access to everything
brings back balance. As one is not
allowed to drink water through
the day, one drinks ample water at
Sehri and Iftar. 1t is observed that
when we are given the freedom of

#1*19 Lj/}

159

access, we do not initiate the in-
take of required proportions of
food and water that our bodies
require. As the fasting period
leaves the body and mind free
from food and drink for about 8 to
22 hours (fasting hours across the
world vary), we are forced to
thrive on energy. The most im-
portant feed for the mind and
body is energy, which is freely
available around us. Our body
only requires 10% of intake as
food, 20% as water and the rest of
the 70% as energy. The period of
Ramadan brings our bodies back
to its original calibration.

So what is this energy upon
which our survival is dependent
on? It is the energy that sustains
all — The Divine light of God —
Noor! In short, the period of fast-
ing aligns us to God. And God is
the only one that we need for our
existence.

“God is the light of the heavens
and the earth. The similitude of His
light is as a niche wherein is a lamp.
The lamp is in a glass. The glass is
as it were a shining star. (This lamp
is) kindled from a blessed tree, an
olive neither of the East nor of the
West, whose oil would almost glow
forth (of itself) though no fire
touched it. Light upon light, God
guideth unto His light whom He
will. And God speaketh to mankind
in allegories, for God is knower of
all things.” (Quran, 24:35)

The month of fasting is the best
blessing and mercy on mankind, if
ever they contemplated why it
was ordained. Fasting is a gate-
way to God.
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to bail our souls out of our misery
and sins each year!

The Twilight Zone

Abu Hurairah (RA) narrated,
the Prophet (PBUH) of God said,
“No prayer is harder for the hypo-
crites than Fajr and Isha prayers,
and if they knew the reward for
these prayers at their respective
times, they would certainly present
themselves (in the mosques) even if
they had to crawl.” (Sahih Bukhari)

Every religion unanimously
agrees that the twilight zone is the
most important part of the day for
seekers on the spiritual path. The
veil between the conscious and
subconscious mind is so thin dur-
ing this time that with slightest
effort, one can access the hidden
power within them and enter their
60,000 times more powerful mind
and witness the unseen world.
Fasting inevitably keeps us awake
through the most precious times
of the day which would otherwise
be spent in deep slumber. I have
personally witnessed the highest
levels of concentration and the
most influential thoughts being
generated during this time.

The Real Beauty is in Being
Able to Live in Your Skin

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said,
"There are two pleasures for the
fasting person, one at the time of
breaking his fast, and the other at the
time when he will meet his Lord;
then he will be pleased because of
his fasting." (Sahih Bukhari)

Fasting does not only concern
the abstinence of food and water,
it is also a process of killing the
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ego through veering away from
one’s affiliation with extrava-
gance. When one is focused on
hygiene but devoid of artificial
enhancers of beauty, one is finally
able to give up the pressures of
body shaming and live comforta-
bly within their skin. The month
of fasting becomes the month of
self-acceptance, and we are able
to experience the beautiful works
of art that we are, created by God.

Cutting off Emotional Depend-
ency on Food

God Almighty says, "O ye who
believe! Eat of the good things
wherewith We have provided you,
and render thanks to God if it is He
whom ye worship." (Quran, 2:172)

Most of mankind has developed
some sort of an emotional bond
with food. Many have stopped
eating for the sake of satiating their
hunger, and have replaced that
with an emotional void in their
lives, which involves of continual-
ly eating unhealthy spreads.

This has led to obesity and many
other diseases prevalent in the
modern day. Food has replaced
meaningful relationships. Exercise
used as a method to release stress
has been replaced with the mind-
less munching of snacks. Enter-
tainment has been reduced to peo-
ple getting together just to over eat.
Joy and success is shared over
tables loaded with food. The result
is more unhappiness and sickness.
The month of fasting helps us care-
fully choose what we eat. Over
eating, choosing greasy and spicy
foods, and sugar loaded treats lead
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Fasting-The Path to God

Fasting does not only concern the abstinence of food and water, it is
also a process of killing the ego through veering away from one’s affili-

ation with extravagance.

It is one thing to empathize and
imagine being in another’s shoe;
but it is altogether another thing to
wear another’s shoe and live as
they do. The former makes you an
empathizer, but the latter makes
you experienced. One’s levels of
empathy may fluctuate through
their lifetime, but experience has a
permanent impact on them that
cannot be erased.

When you live in an Islamic
country, Ramadan is a month that
holds your complete attention.
The hustle and bustle of a fast-
paced life slows down, allowing
people to experience life one mo-
ment at a time. Offices and busi-
nesses shut their operations down
at mid-day. People deal with each
other with a lot more considera-
tion. Cars do not honk and aggres-
sive driving is brought to a mini-
mum. Life seems to be on a ‘Let’s
be kind and united” mode. The
surroundings seem to have more
silence than sound.

However, fasting is not an un-
known concept for the various
cultures and religion around the
world. While Ramadan is the holy
month for Muslims, the month of
Lent is sacred for Christians, as
the month of Shraavana is im-
portant for Hindus. The Jains
choose the month of the Monsoon
to fast, while Buddhists refrain
from eating food after noon eve-
ryday. All organized religions in
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the world aim for the same thing,
and they do this through fasting,
appeasing God, and building a
deep friendship with Him.

Being accepted into the Silsila
Azeemia as a spiritual student un-
der the able guidance of our be-
loved and benevolent master has
exposed me to a side of life that I
had never experienced before.
Fasting in the Holy month of Ram-
adan was surely one of them. My
first experience of Ramadan was
destined to be just a week after my
Bayat (spiritual initiation). From
then on each year, the practice of
fasting during the holy month has
continued to evolve my experienc-
es and overall self-awareness.

The Reward

The beloved Prophet (PBUH)
said, "(God Almighty says about the
fasting person), He has left his food,
drink and desires for My sake. The
fast is for Me. And I am its reward.”

This declaration from God
knocked me off my feet and made
me kneel down in absolute grati-
tude and humility before His
kindness and mercy on a sinner
like me. He made Himself the
reward for our fasting. He, the
most precious, the most powerful,
for the union with whom, hun-
dreds and thousands of men of
God have shed tears of blood, is
actually making our access to
Him so easy! What a valued offer
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but then I heard a voice that said,
‘Send this boy to his home, imme-
diately.” And at the very next mo-
ment, I was home.”

The mother said, “You must
believe that this is how it hap-
pened. Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA)
prayed for you and God showered
us with his mercy.”

She took the boy to Hazrat
Habib (RA) and thanked him. He
replied, “O’ lady! Thank the Lord.
He liked your act of charity. Char-
ity can turn away trouble, there-
fore one must give charity.”

Hazrat Imam Yafi (RA) said,
“During a drought at Basra, Haz-
rat Habib Ajami (RA) bought
food from somewhere and distrib-
uted it among the needy. The food
was so blessed that many people
had it. He then tied knots on some
bags with a thread and asked God
for His blessings. In the mean-
time, those who had sold food to
him came over to ask for pay-
ment. Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA)
picked up the bags he had tied,
and as they were quite heavy, he
opened them to see their contents.
They were brimming with dinars.
The dinars were counted, and the
money turned out to be equal to
the food’s payment. In this way,
the poor were fed, and everyone
was given their share of payment
as well.”
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It was Hazrat Habib Ajami’s
(RA) practice to buy things from
traders and give them in to chari-
ty. He once bought some items
but when it came time to pay, he
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realised he had no money at that
time. He prayed, “O’ God! People
hold high regards for me, and how
you have blessed me is a secret.
Therefore, please save me from
embarrassment  before them.”
When he came home, he found a
big bag filled with dirhams. When
he saw it, he said, “O’ Lord! I did
not ask for so much.” He took
some dirhams as per his need for
payment, and distributed the rest
among the deprived.

Hazrat Ali Hujweri (RA) writes
in the book ‘Kashf al-Mahjoob’*
“People asked Hazrat Habib Aja-
mi (RA), ‘In what thing lies the
happiness of God?’ He replied, ‘It
lies in a heart devoid of segrega-
tion, as division is against unity.
And division lies nowhere near
love, and it does not synchronize
with the will of God. Those who
follow God are happy in His will,
whereas division is a quality of
people who are enemies of God.””

Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA) learnt
from his past mistakes, strived
hard and attained high ranks of
knowledge and cognition. He be-
longs to the group of saints from
early times. He was called 4jami
(non-Arab who is not fluent in the
language) because he was not
good with Arabic pronunciations.
Many great Sufi scholars of his
time used to visit him and attain
blessings. He passed away on the
3" Rabi al-Thani, 156 Hijri. His
shrine is in Baghdad.

* Revelation of the Veiled
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young person came with a tray
containing food, along with 500
dirhams. Hazrat Habib (RA) dis-
tributed the dirhams among the
people, and the scholar and he ate
the food from the tray. Hazrat
Habib (RA) said, “It is important
to have faith along with
knowledge.”

G

Some people were at the bank
of the river Tigris, when Hazrat
Habib (RA) arrived there. He in-
quired as to what they were doing
there. They said, “We are waiting
for a boat, so it may take us across
the river.” Hazrat Habib (RA)
responded, ‘“Rather than waiting
for a boat, trust God and walk on
the water.” They asked, “How can
we do that?” He replied, “Follow
me.” So Hazrat Habib (RA)
walked and reached the other side
of the river by walking on the
water. When people saw him,
they asked, “How did you acquire
this status?”” He replied, “I contin-
ually clean the dirt within me, and
do not allow it to pile up, and
hence God blesses me.”

There was a man who became
jealous of Hazrat Habib (RA). He
used to think, “Why is he given
such a status with his corrupt
past?” A revered man came to him
in a dream and warned him, “O’
jealous and ignorant one! Habib
(RA) is a friend of God and a
friend likes the ways of their
friend. Only a few people have
faith as Habib (RA) has in God.
God never leaves His friends
alone. It is His will as to when to
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raise someone’s rank or throw
them to the lowest level. Habib
(RA) remained drenched in the
self until he listened to himself,
and when he rose above his de-
sires on the will of God, God took
no time to elevate him to a high
status. It is a blessing of God that
despite a corrupt past, Habib (RA)
has a great present and future.”
The man admitted to the
revered person that he was envi-
ous of Hazrat Habib (RA). The
pious man replied, “Strive hard
and pray to God to give you such
a status instead of being envious.
Jealousy deprives one from this
world and the hereafter too.”
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Once, a worried woman came to
Hazrat Habib (RA), and told him
about her only son who hadn’t re-
turned home after his teacher had
sent him to buy meat from the mar-
ket. Hazrat Habib (RA) asked her,
“Do you have some money at the
moment?” She said that she had
two dirhams. He said, “Give them
in to charity,” and then made a
prayer, “This woman has come to
me to request to make a prayer to
you. Please help her out of her trou-
ble. She trusts me, and I believe in
You. Please return her child.”

Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA) reas-
sured her that if God willed it, the
child would return. When she
went back home, she found her
son there, but he was very sur-
prised and upset. He narrated,
“When the teacher sent me to buy
meat in the morning, a gust of
strong winds lifted me up in the
air. I knew I would not survive it
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righteous means.”

He went away to look for work
and when he returned, he told his
wife, “The wages will be paid
after ten days.” When he returned
from work on the tenth day, his
wife told him about a person who
had given her money with some
other things and said, “Habib
(RA) will earn more wages if he
works more diligently.” Hazrat
Habib Ajami (RA) replied, “This
is a sign from God. I strived un-
willingly, and God still gave me a
brilliant return. I will be blessed
further if I work harder.”
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Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA) once
said, “A person does not go astray
suddenly. It starts from things that
do not seem important in the be-
ginning, but their end is nothing
but destruction.”

On the topic of the propagation
of the Oneness of God, Hazrat
Habib (RA) said, “One’s faith
cannot be strengthened unless
they acknowledge the Oneness of
God, as an individual who has
many gods cannot adhere to one
God. It is important to believe in
One to become truthful. If some-
one trusts wealth or expects any-
thing from any other than God,
they have committed shirk
(polytheism). Do not go near du-
ality as the Quran has pointed
towards this in such words, ‘The
Earth and heavens would have
destroyed if there were gods ex-
cept God.””

Hajjaj ibn Yusuf sent out the
arrest order for Hazrat Hasan Bas-
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ri (RA) for some reasons. Hazrat
Hasan Basri (RA) hid at Hazrat
Habib Ajami’s (RA) place. When
policemen appeared in search,
they asked Hazrat Habib (RA),
“Where is Hasan?”

He replied, “Inside.” The po-
licemen went inside but found no
one there. They spoke to Hazrat
Habib (RA) again and asked,
“Why have you misinformed us?”
He replied, “I am not to be
blamed if you cannot see him.”

When the policemen left, Haz-
rat Hasan Basri (RA) said,
“Habib! This is how you return
the favour for being my student?”
Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA) replied,
“We both have been freed due to
speaking the truth, else we would
both have been arrested. I made a
prayer, ‘O’ God, protect Khwaja
Hasan (RA)’. And look at how
God protected us.”

Many people saw Hazrat Habib
Ajami (RA) during Hajj (Islamic
pilgrimage) at Arafat. On their
return, they found that he had not
left home and had remained in
Basra the whole time.

One day, a scholar was having a
meal with him that contained bar-
ley bread. At the same time, Haz-
rat Habib (RA) heard a beggar’s
call for some food, so he gave the
bread to the beggar. The scholar
said, “It would have been better
had you adhered to ethics. Do you
not know that a meal should not
be removed when it is laid before
someone? You could have given
just a portion.” Hazrat Habib
(RA) said nothing. Shortly, a
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who had quoted Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH) as saying, “Feed the
hungry, visit those who are sick,
and make efforts to set inmates
free.” (Sahih Muslim)

Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA) felt
terrible for the way he had lived,
and sat there with his head bowed.
After the gathering was over, he
told Khwaja Hasan Basri (RA),
“Hazrat! I want to repent working
in the interest business. I forgive
all of my loans on people, and
want to spend what God has
blessed me with in His path.”

Khwaja Hasan (RA) was elated
to hear this and said, “May the
most Gracious and Merciful God
accept your repentance. Spend
your life in earning lawful means,
in repentance and in prayers of
God. God willing, He will elevate
your status.”

Hazrat Habib (RA) kept crying,
and requested a prayer for his
steadfastness. Khwaja Hasan Bas-
ri (RA) made a prayer for him,
“Q’ creator of the earth, heavens
and the universe! Accept repent-
ance of your servant Habib Ajami,
make him resolute in his plans,
keep him protected from waste of
actions and firm on the path of the
Truth. Indeed, you are Benevolent
and Merciful.”

%G

On his way home, Hazrat Habib
(RA) saw a man who had bor-
rowed money from him. He asked
the man to come along with him
so that he could give him a writ-
ten note to verify that his loan was
waived off. The person surpris-
ingly said, “I would never go to
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your home. You compare every-
thing to money, and have no sym-
pathy for anyone.”

Hazrat Habib (RA) replied,
“Ok, take me to your home, I will
write it there.” The man refused
again and said, “You will humili-
ate me in my neighbourhood by
creating a scene there — please
excuse me.” Hazrat Habib (RA)
became quiet for a moment and
then said, “Bring me a pen and a
paper and I will write it here.”
The man was astonished and went
to get the said things.

Later when Hazrat Habib Ajami
(RA) reached his home, he wrote
letters to all his debtors that they
were not liable to pay him any-
thing anymore. He then an-
nounced, “If there is someone
who owes me money, wherever
they may be, they may come and
collect the waiver agreement. |
seek forgiveness from all those
who suffered because of me.”
Later, he distributed his belong-
ings among the people.

oG

Hazrat Habib (RA) built a place
to stay near the river Euphrates,
and remained busy in the remem-
brance of God. One day, his wife
told him about the shortage of
basic things at home. He said, “I
have spent all of my wealth in the
cause of God on your advice and
have adopted a simple life. From
where should I bring money
now?” His wife replied, “You
must offer prayers, but God has
also advised to fulfil the rights of
the people as well. You should
make efforts to earn through

e




your way!” The beggar angrily
snapped, “So you will be left hun-
gry by feeding me? That’s okay —
I will ask no further, but just re-
member, no one can satisfy their
hunger if God wishes to keep
them hungry. I pray to God to
keep you hungry today.” When
Hazrat Habib’s (RA) wife heard
this conversation, she asked him
to give food to the beggar, but he
paid no heed and closed the door.
UG

The beggar was an angel in the
guise of a man. To prove the beg-
gar wrong, Hazrat Habib (RA)
asked his wife to bring the food
she had cooked. She was left
stunned however, when she re-
moved the lid of the pot ... There
was blood instead of curry. She
said to her husband, “You were
always a miser, sucked people’s
blood, made their lives miserable
by burdening them with loan over
loan, and today you even turned
away a beggar who only asked for
some food. Now look, this is how
his curse has worked. Go and find
the beggar and seek repentance,
else trouble may find its way to
our home permanently.”

Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA) went
out to find the beggar but could not
find him anywhere. His wife ad-
vised, “You should adopt a manner
in which the beggar will return
himself.” He asked, “And how
shall T do that?” His wife replied,
“Waive off people’s loans.”

He asked, “Then how will we
earn a living?”” She replied, “Up till
now, we have enjoyed a luxurious
life but have not found peace.
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However, we may find it if you
earn money through lawful means.
Providing sustenance is the work
of God, we can only struggle.”

He began to think as to how he
could earn a living, but doubts
shrouded his mind. When the strug-
gle within him to choose between
right or wrong began to increase,
the words of his wife echoed in his
mind. Suddenly, his heart turned
away from the interest based busi-
ness. He prayed to God, “O’ God,
please guide me to the straight
path.” Once he made the prayers,
he felt relaxed and peaceful.

It is told that Hazrat Habib Aja-
mi (RA) came out of his house
and announced, “I waive off the
loans of all those who owe me
money. Come and get this in writ-
ing from me.” When people heard
this, they warned each other and
said, “Going close to him is equiv-
alent to touching hell fire.” Hazrat
Habib (RA) was discouraged by
these words, but persevered and
walked towards the gathering of
Khwaja Hasan Basri (RA).

e O

The topic of lawful earning was
the subject of discussion at the
gathering of Khwaja Hasan Basri
(RA), who narrated and discussed
verses of the holy Quran, and say-
ings of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH).

“O ye who believe! Spend of the
good things which ye have earned,
and of that which we bring forth from
the earth for you.” (Quran, 2:267)

Khwaja Hasan Basri (RA)
spoke of Hazrat Abu Musa (RA),
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Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA)

“A person does not go astray suddenly. It starts from things that do not

seem important in the beginning, but their end is nothing but destruction.’

s

Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA) was
from Persia. His father was very
rich and had a strong desire for
wealth. He inherited this personal-
ity trait from his father and started
an interest-based loan business,
giving loans to the poor people of
Basra (Iraq). When they became
unable to pay back the loan, he
would ask them to pay for his
travel expenditures. This was the
way he had chosen to make
his living.

One day, he knocked at the door
of one of his debtors. A woman
opened the door and told him that
her husband was not home. He
replied, “It is okay. I am just here
to collect the instalment.” The
woman said, “My husband will
make the payment.” Without any
hesitation, he said, “If you do not
pay the instalment, then you must
pay for wasting my time.” An-
noyed, the woman said, “How can I
pay when we don’t have money?”

But Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA)
was persistent to not leave empty
handed. The woman lost her tem-
per and thought him incredibly
insensitive to ask for money de-
spite being told of their problems.
She said, “We slaughtered a goat
yesterday. You can take its head —
there is no meat left.” Hazrat
Habib Ajami (RA) took the goat’s
head to his home and asked his
wife to cook it. This was his usual
behaviour.
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People were very sick of Hazrat
Habib Ajami (RA), and would run
away at his sight. Anyone who
saw him would curse him but this
too had no impact on him. The
only thing he worried over was
his wellbeing.

One day, a beggar knocked on
his door and this made Hazrat
Habib (RA) angry. He told the
beggar, “I myself take money
from people, and you have come
to ask from me.” The beggar said,
“At least give me some pieces of
bread.” Hazrat Habib (RA) tried to
shut the door in anger, but before
he could do that, the beggar said,
“O’ Habib, I am your student. You
never return without taking some-
thing from people, and so I will do
the same. There is a share for the
poor in your wealth. I am here to
collect it.” Hazrat Habib (RA)
replied, “Had this been someone
other than you, I would have taken
money from him for wasting my
time.” The beggar responded,
“Habib! If stinginess takes over
the heart, then money becomes
destruction. What have [ asked
from you... only bread, and you
are not willing to even give that?
May God have mercy on you.”

Hazrat Habib Ajami (RA)
harshly refused the beggar and
said, “It would not satisfy your
hunger even if you were given
something to eat, but , if I did, I
will remain hungry. Go! Find
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V

This write-up explains through various examples that rather than see-
ing things at the surface level, one should explore life and its mecha-
nisms behind what is apparent. The course of life is sustained on infor-
mation, as it beholds the command of God in the form of images. Those
who are unaware of their reality cannot acquaint themselves with the
reality of anything else.

Everything that came into being, is the proclamation of “Kun” (Be),
therefore, the mechanism embedded in the command of “Kun” is pre-
sent within everything. This engrained mechanism is unveiled to those
who abstain from average thinking patterns and the best way to cultivate
this trait of abstinence is through fasting.

In the month of Ramadan, when one eats, drink and talks less, and is
inclined towards God all throughout the day, they become free from self-
centered thinking. Self-centered thinking gives birth to dimensions. A
sight that defies dimensions however, enters into the plane of Noor
(God’s Divine Light).

“God is the light of the heavens and Earth.” (Quran, 24:35)

Everything in the Earth and the Sky is the Noor of God, and the attrib-
ute of Noor defies dimensions.

God has mentioned five of His attributes in Chapter lkhlas of the
Quran. One of them is Be-niyazi, which means to be devoid of needs
because God is beyond dimensions. When an individual makes an effort
to adhere to the Be-niyazi attribute by talking, eating and sleeping less,
and turning towards God for all of their needs, it is easier for them to
attain the blessings of fasting. God says,

“Fasting is for me, and I am its reward.”

May the Benevolent and Merciful bless all with the reward of fasting.
Amen.

Ramadan Mubarak.

May God protect you.
)
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God has made everything from water. Water has the tendency to adopt
its shape to the mould it is held in. In fact, the mould itself is made from
water. When we drink water, the colours within us are manifested, and
when it is consumed by the earth, it surfaces in the form of variegation.
Water is referred to as al-sahab al-sigal in Chapter Raad of the Quran.
Sahab and Siqal are Arabic words for clouds and gravity respectively. It
is gravity that brings out dimensions in objects, and since every object is
made out of water, one can understand that when it rains, the droplets of
water contain dimensions within it.

As water is responsible for dimensions within creations, the birth of
everything from nothingness to various forms is possible through it.
When water evaporates, an object disappears. This act of disappearance
does not mean that the object has gone extinct however.

An average mind does not go beyond its desires, and aims at satisfy-
ing its needs alone. For instance, there is not a single day that passes
without drinking water as it satiates thirst. But do we ever give thought
to the feeling of thirst itself and how it is quenched?

A faint weight is felt on a mind when information descends, but at this
stage, its impression is subtle and beyond the grasp of the being. This
stage is called Wahima in Tasawwuf. 2. As Wahima takes root, the im-
pression begins to clear. 3. If the mind remains centered upon the infor-
mation descending, its impression becomes vivid.

A young man asked an elderly man, “Why does information descend
in the form of imagery?”

The elderly man said, “Ponder upon your mind, you will find nothing
but images there. They hear, see, talk, understand and also have an abil-
ity to look within. But tell me, is it that image in your mind that is caus-
ing those movements?”

The young man paused for a moment and said, “No, sir! Images are
reflections, and reflection is an emulation.”

“Then who is it that causes the movement?” the elderly man asked.
“The one who bears the images in their mind,” came the instant reply.

“The universe is a reflection of The Will of God.” said the elderly
man. “Considering the answer you’ve just given me, tell me, what is the
universe and what is our standing in it?”

Hearing this, the young man became immersed in his thoughts... and
then a smile flickered across his face.

The elderly man said, “You’ve got the answer to your question.”

e —
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cause their minds are not used to moving into the depths of a matter.
This action reflects a self-centered pattern of thinking shrouded by col-
ours. However, the colours should not merely be seen as green, blue,
and yellow; they are dimensions. Look up at the sky — do you see di-
mensions there? Why they are not visible? Can the colours red, blue,
black and white be defined as the sky? If the sky is blue in colour, then
where does this blue colour disappear to as the day transcends?

Is there anyone who contemplates what the sky is? The sky is free
from dimensions. Those who muse over it are guided by Divinity that
what they otherwise deem as a tangible canopy, is in actuality a combi-
nation of lights. As light cannot be perceived by the confined senses,
when one looks at the sky with limited consciousness, their vision fogs
up. This obscurity is then perceived by them as the sky.

Fog is a phenomenon that engulfs tall mountains, highways and struc-
tures; and everything that it covers vanishes away from sight. But de-
spite their apparent invisibility, the structures remain where they are.
The same phenomenon applies to the sky. The sky is a mirror for the
earth. Since the senses on earth are covered with fog, this fogginess is
therefore reflected on the mirror of the sky. As a result, when one looks
up, they do not see the sky — what they see is a reflection of their minds.
The Quran highlights this pattern of thinking as,

“And verily in the heaven We have set mansions of the stars
(burooj), and We have beautified it for beholders. And We have
guarded it from every outcast devil.”” (Quran, 15:16-17)

While giving an account of someone’s personality, it can be said that
they are beautiful, well-mannered and possess noble qualities. However,
these features only refer to their characteristics and do not define who
they are. If a well- mannered person misbehaves, this misconduct alters
their image and people then describe them as ill-mannered.
An average mind assesses life and behavior in an average manner, that
is, on the exterior plane only. These are those people who have consid-
ered a person both beautiful and ugly. What is the basis of their judge-
ment? They base their judgement on behaviour. While forming these
opinions, the underlying factors that cause reactions and behaviours are
typically ignored. Without knowing how someone is from within, they
judge through a filter.

Why do our judgements go wrong? Why do we not know someone
even after spending years with them? We consume things throughout
our life yet remain oblivious of their reality. Do we even have an ability
to know anything?
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Huzoor Qalandar Baba Auliya (RA) says:
Har cheez khayalat ki hai paimaish,
hain naam k dunya main gham-o-aasaish,
Tabdeel huwi jo khaak goristan main,
sab koocha o bazar ki thi zaibaish
Translation:

It is all a measurement of thoughts, this world’s joy and grief in which
we’re caught, As clay settles in its grave, you'll see that it was décor
once so sought.

A sight free of partiality or dimensions sees things as they are. For
instance, if one wants to observe the garden in its true form, their per-
sonal opinions must not hinder the vision. If not, the garden will fade
into the backdrop, and their feelings will dominate the surrounding.
When a person is not ruled by pleasure and pain, they enter into
infinitude.

An individual spends four seasons among lush green trees and gar-
dens, and observes the scenes being altered numerous times. But despite
repetitive alterations, there is no change in their cycle. The change,
which we refer to as summer, winter, autumn, and spring, does not de-
termine what the garden is. These seasons are analogous to infancy, ado-
lescence, youth and old age, and define dimensions of life. What we
assume the garden is, in actuality, is something else entirely!

e

We identify an object through its physiognomy, but appearances
change, and hence assessments turn out to be wrong. Despite all of this,
we do not think on how a child transforms into an adult. Why do they
turn old? How does a garden that was inflicted by autumn now bloom
and what does the arrival of summer after spring indicate? Why do
leaves fall? How do fallen leaves mix and merge with clay and what
does their transmutation signify? What is it that we refer to as clay? And
what becomes of those colours that turn desolation into colouration and
colouration into desolation?

Dear readers, a change in emotions affects the state of mind, but if the
mind maintains its equanimity, it remains unperturbed. What is equa-
nimity? It is an evenness of the mind that gives one freedom from self-
references.

For example: When one’s sight fixates on the sky, it must be free from
all references to truly understand what the sky is. Else they will not see
the sky, rather the pre-conceived ideas in their minds.

The sky seems to be blue or white in colour to the average person be-
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Message of the Day

The scope of life is infinite, but as everyone views life within their
own spectrum it is confined into dimensions. Dimensions are the images
created by the mind in accordance with one’s thinking pattern, which
obscures the limitless expanse of life. A life that is free of dimensions is
explained in the Quran as,

“Thee we worship; Thee alone we ask for help.” (Quran, 1:4)

God is the pivotal point of existence, and any path that leads else-
where is deviation. The attributes of God are infinite, and infinity can be
denoted by a circle. Although, a circle in itself is a dimension, its facets,
such as the apparent and the concealed, and the first and the last, are all
uniform. Contrary to this, the attributes of the creations are finite, and
are denoted by a triangle. Both circle and triangle are encompassed by
God. However, God attributes one mode of life as 4 hsan (the best), and
the other as Non-Ahsan (the worst). When a creation is acquainted with
its link to the infinity, its life breaks free from the edges of the triangle
and harmonises itself with the line of the circle.

“Unto God belong the East and the West, and whither-so ever
ye turn, there is God’s countenance. Lo! God is All Embracing,
All Knowing.” (Quran, 2:115)

———

Two men are sitting in a lush garden where colourful flowers are
swaying from a cool breeze, and butterflies fly between blossoms. De-
spite this scenic view, one of them is gloomy; for him the blooming gar-
den appears as deserted and unhappy as he is. But the other man enjoys
the greenery to its fullest. At this stage, if doubt enters the mind of the
happy person, and the unhappy man finds a ray of hope in the gloom,
consequently, the beauty of garden will fade away for the former, and
the latter will now see the garden as beautiful. Did the alteration in their
feelings affect the nature of the garden? No, it did not. The garden re-
mains as it is with all its components.

Both men are sitting in the garden and yet, none has paid attention to
what it really is. In fact, what they do is see within themselves and sur-
mise their feelings to that of the garden. This example brings forth a
question — if the experiences of the viewers are confined to their feel-
ings, then what do they really see?
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