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eternity. No one knows the limits
of love, as to where it ends and
from where it starts. As you all
have passed through the valley of
talab, you should know that the
zenith of yearning is love, and for
love, there exists no end point.”

A Dbird then asked Hoopoe,
“When we know the way, only
then we decide to travel. Since
there is no end here, how can we
begin the journey towards the
next destination?”

Hoopoe smiled and said, “As per
laws, there must be an end to a
journey as it has commenced too.
Since you have trudged on this
path of love, it will come to an end
as well. The more you move for-
ward in this path of love, the path-
ways ahead will light up and show
you the way. It will seem as
though you have left the valley of
love behind, but it will accompany
you in every journey of yours.
That is why, despite crossing this
valley, you won’t be able to reach
its end. Don’t confuse your mind
with the beginning and end of this
journey, just submit obediently and
stay submerged in the ocean of
love, and let its wave hold you in
its embrace. These waves will take
you to a point where you’ll embark
on a new voyage leading you to
the wvalley of realisation. Let
me tell you the characteristics of
this valley.

Just as in love where there is
neither beginning nor an end, so is
the case in the valley of realisation.
There, everybody will have a dif-
ferent course depending on the
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strength of their love. The path
unveils itself as per the purity of
love. The fortunate ones reach
there and become distinguished —
every speck of the universe illumi-
nates before them and they witness
the Noor of the True Beloved.”

The birds said to Hoopoe, “If it
hadn’t been for you, we would
have been left ignorant.”

The hoopoe responded, “It is
not possible to pass through this
valley without the guidance of a
Kamil Murshid (A perfect spiritu-
al teacher), therefore, hold firmly
to the guiding hands of the spiritu-
al master, and keep away from
confusion. If you attain realisa-
tion, then offer gratitude to God,
and see that gaze in everything
you see. Remember! Your ob-
servance will be proportionate to
your determination and will.

The further your capacity in-
creases, then in new ways the
friend will appear before you.
Only realisation guarantees the
success and kingship of eternity.
This Universe submits to those
who become lost in the universe
of realisation — the entire universe
turns into a tiny speck, and dis-
plays itself in that tiny particle to
the individual who views it.
Hence, do not stop even if you
reach the valley of realisation...
Keep walking... Keep walking,
because even if all the trees in the
world turn into pens and oceans
into ink, they could never encom-
pass the attributes of the world of
realisation.” (Episode 8)

v
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The bird asked, “Ok, would you
please tell me the names of those
valleys?”

Hoopoe answered, “Sure, the
first one is the valley of Talab
(Yearning), then Ishq (Love),
which has neither beginning nor
an end. The third one is Maarifat
(Realization), and then there is
Istighna (Detachment). The name
of the fifth valley is Tauheed
(Oneness of God), and after Tau-
heed there is Hairat (Wonder).
The seventh wvalley is Fanaa
(Annihilation); whosoever reaches
this station loses track of the path
to return. Fanaa is just like a drop-
let that annihilates in an ocean.

When you reach the valley of
yearning, you indulge in suffer-
ings frequently. This valley is ac-
tually an examination hall. People
struggle for years to free them-
selves from sufferings, but the
only way to get out of this gravita-
tional pull is to focus one’s atten-
tion on a point completely, and to
cleanse one’s heart from all fears.
Then the heart illumines with
Noor (a stage of divine light)
when the mind diverges from ma-
terial desires. Immolate yourself in
the light just like a moth. You
desire love and love is devoid of
all fears, and surrendering before
the beloved becomes easy when
fear leaves. And then the blessings
and mercy will shower upon you.”

Once a man beseeched God, “O
God! Open your door for me.”
Hazrat Rabia Basri (RA) who was
passing by, said to him, “O igno-
rant one! When was His door
closed? It is open and His Bless-
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ings have surrounded everything.
Everyone is collecting it according
to their zarf (capacity) and the ig-
norant are lost in their ignorance.”

v

Then appeared the valley of
love. Those who made it to this
level, were seen sunk in the sea of
Love. On that stage, the suffering
still didn’t end, for when one
climbs the higher stages, the tests
and trials begin too. Intellect has
nothing to do with success here,
as it is confined whereas Love is
infinite. Intellect brims with ‘I’
whereas Love is free from it. The
traces of love are found only
when the ghaib (Unseen) enters
one’s vision. It is concealed in
every atom of the universe. It
teaches the method of self-
knowing. Love is trust, and doubt
conceals trust. When love takes
over, everything else becomes
secondary. A lover is the one who
loses everything, and won’t back
off from even being beheaded in
order to unify themselves with
their beloved friend.

In the valley of love, the birds
were in the state similar to that of
fish out of water who struggle,
gasp, and yearn to get back into the
water. At that moment, the bird
flying alongside the Hoopoe said,
“The valley of love is immensely
deep. My desire has increased and
I am no more the same person that
I used to be. My self is yearning
and calling Simurgh!”

When Hoopoe saw the birds in
such a state, he said, “This is the
valley of love. Whoever sacrifices
their lives here will attain a life of
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be sought in reality, which is ev-
erlasting and eternal. Otherwise,
happiness is taken over by grief
and thus the cycle continues.

Har Khushi ik waqfa-e-tayyari sa-
man-e-gham /Har sukoon muhlat
baraye imtehan-o-iztarab
Every moment of happiness is fol-
lowed by grief / Peace is the inter-
mission between tests and trials

The Parrot asked, “So you are
suggesting that what I regard as
happiness and grief are actually
something else? If this is the case
then what is the reality?”

Hoopoe replied, “You were
happy before you became wor-
ried, and after attaining happiness
you will become worried again.
This cycle is fiction. What else
would you call a thing that contin-
ually changes?”

A bird asked, “After I get to
Simurgh, and when the secrets of
the universe dawn upon me, what
should I ask from Him? Hoopoe
answered, “O ignorant one! Ask
for Him from Him — Tell Him, I
only want You, and that there is
nothing else that I want.”

After that there was a pin drop
silence. Hoopoe said, “I am here
to answer your questions. Ask me
so you may get rid of the confu-
sion in your minds.”

It seemed as if they had no
more questions to ask, so Hoopoe
thought to call it a day. But at that
point he felt a movement in the
middle of the caravan, and there it
was, a little bird stepping forward
and making way for himself. Hoo-
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poe smiled endearingly while
looking at him.

The little bird upon reaching
forward asked Hoopoe, “All I
want to know is what it would be
like if T submitted myself to Si-
murgh? If T only waited on Him to
command me? I will gladly submit
to His words with my heart and
soul... and I will be held account-
able and punished if I do not.”

Hoopoe got down from his
throne, held up the little bird in
his arms and caressed him. He
then praised him, “Bravo, Glory
to God the Great — what a prudent
question you’ve asked. Listen,
success lies in submission; the
one who submits to Him, will
reach His court. The obedient
ones are kept from indignity and
break free from calamities. ‘Ba
Adab — Ba Naseeb, Be Adab — Be
Naseeb’ (Respect is Fortune, Dis-
respect is Misfortune).” After this,
the session came to an end.

The caravan of birds were fly-
ing towards their destination. Dur-
ing the flight, a bird asked Hoo-
poe, “How much more do we
have to travel?” Hoopoe an-
swered, “We are to cross the sev-
en valleys to reach the Special
Court. Those who have trudged
on this path, have never returned
from the same route, nor are they
aware of the distance and counts
of this path.”

The bird then asked, “Why did-
n’t they return?”” Hoopoe respond-
ed humbly, “Only those who were
honoured with His appearance
know better.”
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The Diary of Birds

Summary of the Previous Episodes: Mantig-al-Tayr (The Diary of
Birds) is a marvel, authored by the pen of Farid al-Din Attar (RA), who
has beautifully presented the knowledge of tasawwuf and True love fig-
uratively in the garb of birds. Through the narrations of the attributes of
birds, Attar’s (RA) aim is to have the creations look for their Creator,
which is only possible when we destroy our “ego”, and let our intellect
follow the True Reality. The Hoopoe comes forward as a messenger of
the birds who introduces them to King Simurgh, by telling them of his
magnificent attributes. The birds become restless in wanting to meet
Simurgh and with the leadership of the Hoopoe, begin their journey.
Since the journey is uneven and long, the birds become perturbed. Each
of them tries to give up and narrates an excuse, but the Hoopoe tries to
convince them that their pretext is weak. During the journey, when the
birds set down to rest, they asked Hoopoe about their affiliation with
Simurgh. Hearing the answer, the vigour to reach that high station de-
veloped within them. Hoopoe tells them of the variable nature of the
world, and the consistency of the nature of the king and his relation with
birds. After knowing the truth, the birds began their journey with zeal
and zest. Journeying through the turbulent paths, they see the first valley
of Sulook (the path of spirituality). The birds requested Hoopoe to tell
them about the protocols that the journey of Sulook demands to avoid
embarrassment before the king. During the short stay in the first valley,
a session of question and answer began. Read More...

The birds in the caravan were
coming up with questions, and

destination makes us restless, but
please tell me what it is that

Hoopoe, perched on the throne,
was answering their questions with
equanimity. When his sight fell
upon parrot, he asked him, “O
brother, what is the matter? Don’t
you want to ask any question?”

The Parrot smiled and said, “I
am also upset and anxious, but
listening to you has calmed my
nerves, and elevated my spirits.
During our flight towards our
goal, we waver from time to time.
Our eagerness to know about the
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should keep us happy during our
expedition?”

Hoopoe replied, “Being sub-
merged in the thoughts of the One
who you are traveling for, will
keep you happy. The only thing
that can make us happy in this
world and other realms is the un-
ion with the beloved. On the con-
trary, what we consider as happi-
ness is not happiness at all. If it
were, why doesn’t it last long?
My brother! Happiness can only
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time and space. However, the
waves of Ana (Ego) are endlessly
present everywhere. Time and
space distances remain under their
control. In other words, for these
waves time and space distances do
not exist. Distances reduced by
Light waves are not even acknowl-
edged by the waves of Ana”.

The following part of this arti-
cle will deal with issues relating
to connection between movement
of other stars and stability of our
solar system and whether sun ris-
es from the east and sets in the
west only or it can be vice versa.

As mentioned earlier, our solar
system consists of a sun with
planets, satellites, dwarf planets,
asteroids etc. orbiting it.

US based NASA and Europe
based ESA sent several missions
as far as Uranus and Neptune to
study many planets. Astronauts
from various states prepared out-
lines indicating physical and chem-
ical properties of celestial bodies.
This way a general model of solar
system was prepared. Model pro-
files a body or a phenomenon ex-
pressed through algebraic equa-
tions. Symbols (common alpha-
bets) in such equations are ar-
ranged in a manner that their sum
comes to 0. All these symbols indi-
cate one of the properties of the
body or phenomenon. When scien-
tists want to record any phenome-
non, they assign a symbol to its
various properties. For instance,
while formulating model of rain,
they assign A to velocity, B to
quantity and C to duration of rain.
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Variations in these properties ap-
pear in a way that their algebraic
total comes to 0.

This zero helps phenomenon
take place in right proportions or a
body maintain its existence. Ques-
tion arises as to why algebraic
total is 0.

The reply to this query may be
found in possible impacts of any
phenomenon. If a phenomenon
takes place at a smaller scale and
has no impact on the overall larger
system or adjacent smaller ones
then the equation of the phenome-
non is rightly formulated. If the
phenomenon is causing instability
in an overall system or adjacent
systems, it can be concluded that
the equation is not perfect.

In other words, while formulating
equations all relevant properties and
details need to be carefully ob-
served and recorded. An imperfect
observation or faulty experiment
leads to imbalances. This imperfec-
tion encourages further research and
experimentation for development of
a perfect model of any phenome-
non. A model, thus formulated,
reflects quantities of various proper-
ties in any phenomenon and under-
scores their mutual relationships.
When determined quantities blend
accurately, a perfect phenomenon
takes place or a body comes into
being. As long as quantities and
structure remain intact, a phenome-
non continues to manifest itself or a
body maintains its existence. Other-
wise, disintegration sets in.

(To be continued)
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other equipment, spectrometer can
be used to observe surface as well
as sub-terranean features and
properties of properties. These
properties are determined by X-
rays emitted by planets. These
rays are of varied frequencies and
levels of temperature indicating
various processes and results of
their interaction deep down planet
surface. The X-ray exploration
also indicates any potential
change in a planet. If there are
similar changes in two planets
then the reasons for the changes
will also be similar.

X-ray spectrometer sees clear
similarity among Venus, Earth and
Mercury. Although Venus and
Earth are almost similar in size
and Mercury is smaller, Mercury
and Earth are orbiting at almost
similar velocity whereas Venus is
moving at a slower speed. The
atmosphere of Venus and Mercury
is filled with carbondioxide
whereas Earth’s atmosphere con-
tains nitrogen and oxygen in large
quantities and a small quantity of
carbon dioxide. These similarities
notwithstanding, these three plan-
ets differ in distance from sun,
atmospheric pressure and surface
temperature due to varied quanti-
ties of atmospheric constituents as
well as velocity of Venus.

According to experts, with one
sun, eight big planets and over a
hundred moons, our solar system
is 4 billion and 600 million years
old. As mentioned earlier, various
celestial bodies orbiting around
sun can be seen by human eye or
their presence felt through X-ray
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exploration. All celestial bodies
are orbiting sun along an oval
passage. This system is part of a
huge galactic system which is
reflected in dark but clear nights
in the sky in a wide Milky Way.
This Milky Way is studded with
several twinkling stars. According
to an estimate, there are 200 bil-
lion suns in this Milky Way.

Since, it is very difficult to frame
galactic distance in traditional
scales, statisticians have devised
various scales such as Light Year
(Ly) and Astronomical Unit (AU)
to measure distance. Distance be-
tween sun and earth is considered
as 1 AU, between sun and mercury
0.39 AU and Sun and Neptune 30
AU. The last dwarf planet Eris
which can be seen through Hubble
telescope is about 67 AU from sun.
In accordance with laws of motion,
light takes 9 minutes to reach earth
when speed of light is 300,000 km
per second. Similarly, Pioneer
space vehicle launched in 1973 is
at 80 AU while Voyager is at 90
AU from earth. Light reaches Eris
in about 9 hours.

In short, the spread of our solar
system is too big to be accurately
measured by modern science.
Statisticians try to determine dis-
tances among various celestial
bodies based on speed of light.
Nevertheless, an authentic meas-
ure has yet to be developed.

Khwaja Shams al-Din Azeemi
explains the existence of the speed-
ier than light waves as follows:

“Scientists consider light as the
speediest wave. But it is not
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observed in other planets. The
three dimensional model of our
carth reveals that this planet came
into being 4 billion and 600 mil-
lion years ago. The vast majority
of our solar system’s mass is in
sun. The rest initially orbited
around it in the shape of small
discs which continued to attract
planetary dust in the system. Slow-
ly and gradually, the dust enhanced
their mass and these discs evolved
into planets, dwarf planets and
satellites.  According to IAU, a
planet is defined as a celestial body
with considerable mass orbiting
sun along an oval passage. No
other celestial body is traveling in
parallel or along its orbit to influ-
ence its gravitational force. Such
bodies are found in asteroid belts
too called dwarf planets.

Observation of visible stars and
satellites such as sun and moon
triggered human inquisitiveness
about celestial bodies leading to
invention of complicated telescopes
and exploration of solar system as
well as study of various frequencies
of light emitted by remote stars and
planets.  Astronauts  travelled
through space, stepped on moon
and collected samples of soil there.
US based NASA and Europe based
ESA competed to bring samples of
soil from other planets through
highly sophisticated equipment.
Space machines such as Voyager
and Pioneer were used to study
celestial bodies from Uranus to
Neptune. Information thus gathered
was employed to create a general
model to standardize all the
solar systems.

According to this model, in any
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solar system there should be 18
physical properties in determined
quantities. These quantities regu-
late strength and stability of solar
system and keep it functional in a
specific balance in a universal
programme. Any change in quan-
tities could destabilize solar sys-
tem and cause devastation not
only in that system but also in
adjacent systems too. These 18
physical properties are as follows:

1.Average orbital distance
(Average distance between sun
and planet)

2. Distance from the sun
3. Planetary Radius
4. Volume

5. Magnitude
6. Mass

7. Density

8. Planetary surface area

9. Gravity

10. Escape velocity

11. Planetary velocity

12. Rotation period

13. Mean orbit velocity

14. Orbit inclination to elliptic
15. Inclination of orbit to equator
16. Orbit eccentricity

17. Surface temperature

18. Atmospheric constituent

Scientists obtained above infor-
mation and related data through
space vehicles and analyzed it,
inter alia, through spectrometer. A
part of this data was used to com-
pare inter-planetary gravity, tem-
perature, atmospheric constituents
and climatic conditions. In addi-
tion, data regarding gravity and
movement was used to prepare a
map of the solar system. Unlike
other equipment, spectrometer can
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The Universe

Statisticians try to determine distances among various celestial bodies
based on speed of light. Nevertheless, an authentic measure has yet to

be developed.

Qalandar Baba Aulia (RA) says
that when God desired to bring
this universe into being He said
“be” and with this, the programme
of universe in His mind appeared
in the following order.

One Kitab al-Mubeen

300 million  Loh-e-Mahfooz
(Preserved Tablets) in each Kitab
al-Mubeen

80,000 Hadeera in each Loh-e-
Mahfooz

In each Hadeera, over 100 billion
populated permanent and 1200
billion non-permanent systems

A system means a solar system.
Around every sun, there are
around 9-12 planets.

According to IAU (International
Astronomical Union), every solar
system in this universe comprises
a sun, planets and other celestial
bodies orbiting the sun. Our solar
system also has a sun, planets,
satellites and other celestial bod-
ies. In this system, sun is the only
luminous star while other planets
and satellites survive on its vari-
ous properties. Their shapes, grav-
ity, orbital movement as well as
various perceptible and impercep-
tible lights they contain, depend
on sun. This system exists in an
oval shape in our galaxy. Experts
inform us of another solar system
in addition to our own i.e. KOI-
500. This article, however, deals
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with our solar system and its
structure.

99.9 percent of mass in our so-
lar system is concentrated in sun
explaining sun’s strong gravita-
tional force. Solar gravity helps
sun keep its dependent bodies i.e.
planets, satellites, meteorites
maintain their shapes and rota-
tional balance among them. At
various distances, 13 planets and
satellites are orbiting sun, eight of
which are Mercury, Venus, Earth,
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and
Neptune. The former four are
made of solid rocks and metals
while the latter’s solid bodies are
covered with gas clouds. From
afar, they appear like huge gas
balls. Gas adds to their mass.

In addition to these planets,
there are certain asteroid belts in
the solar system. One of these
belts is between the orbits of Mars
and Jupiter and the other is near
Neptune. These belts are occupied
by dwarf planets among other
asteroids. The names of five
dwarf planets are Ceres, Pluto,
Haumea, Makemake and Eris. In
addition to these planets, inter-
planetary dust freely travels be-
tween various planets. Most of
this dust is concentrated around
planets largely made of gases.

One or more moons are rotating
around above 6 planets and 3
dwarf planets. Their constituent
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the feast you have offered.”

To which the King replied,
“The food is ready.” Within mo-
ments, all of the food that was
cooked in the 700,000 cauldrons
was gobbled down by the fish.

The fish then said, “I am not
full yet, this was only one bite for
me; God feeds me three similar
bites every day.”

Prophet Solomon (PBUH) sub-
mitted and bowed before God and
expressed his meekness, “Without
a doubt, it is God’s trait to provide
provisions to all creatures.”

In Chapter Saad of the holy
Quran, an account is mentioned in
which Prophet Solomon (PBUH)
was tested, along with the prayer
he made.

“And verily We tried Solomon,
and set upon his throne a body.
Then did he repent. He said, My
Lord! Forgive me and bestow on
me sovereignty such as shall not
belong to anyone after me. Lo!
Thou art the Bestower.”

(Quran, 38:34-35)

Scholars have explained the
verse as follows:

Once Prophet Solomon (PBUH)
was very ill. His condition turned
so bad that he looked lifeless
when he was laid down. God then
blessed him with health and after
regaining his health, he showed
gratitude to God, sought for-
giveness, and acknowledged his
helplessness. He prayed, “O God!
Grant me a kingdom which suits
not another.”

The objective of the trial was
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for Prophet Solomon (PBUH) to
see and believe (ain al-yageen)
that God has control over every-
thing — status, power, life and
death — and that Prophet Solomon
(PBUH) should bow down before
God as other resolute prophets did
and seek forgiveness from God
wholeheartedly.

———

The Termite

Prophet Solomon’s (PBUH)
passing from this world is men-
tioned in the holy Quran as
follows:

The Jinn were busy building a
huge structure as instructed by
Prophet Solomon (PBUH). Dur-
ing that time, God summoned
Prophet Solomon (PBUH) away
from the material world, but the
Jinn did not know of it, and they
remained busy with their work.
The termite ate the staff that the
prophet was holding while stand-
ing there. This disbalanced the
body of the Prophet Solomon
(PBUH) and he fell down. Only
then did the Jinn find out about
the departure of the Prophet Solo-
mon (PBUH).

“And when We decreed death
for him, nothing showed his death
to them save a creeping creature
of the earth which gnawed away
his staff. And when he fell the
jinn saw clearly how, if they had
known the Unseen, they would
not have continued in despised
toil.” (Quran, 34:14)

(Episode 3)
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ever, you may go to the garden.”
Prophet Solomon (PBUH) went to
the garden and fell asleep under a
tree. A cobra came over to guard
him. When the lady’s husband
came home and went to the gar-
den, he became worried and asked
his wife, “Who is this person and
why he is sleeping here?” She
replied, “He is a traveller who
knocked on our door. I told him
that my husband isn’t home, and
that he should go to the garden.”

The cobra left when the prophet
woke up. The man was very im-
pressed by this feat, and after
serving the prophet well, offered
his daughter for marriage. Prophet
Solomon (PBUH) accepted it. He
stayed there for three days and
then left for elsewhere.

L —

Asmodeus was a Jinn and had
taken over the throne by disguis-
ing himself as Prophet Solomon
(PBUH). His suspicious activities
made doubt grow to the claim that
he was Prophet Solomon (PBUH).
To clear the confusion, a secretary
in administration asked him to
recite the Torah. Asmodeus was
unable to read the Torah, so the
people started reciting it. Asmo-
deus disappeared after listening to
the word of God, and threw
Prophet Solomon’s (PBUH) ring
into the river.

The Ring in the Stomach of Fish

One day, Prophet Solomon
(PBUH) saw people catching fish
at the bank of a river, so he also
started catching fish with a person
there. He caught one fish that he
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brought home and asked his wife
to cook it. As she cut the fish
open, she found the lost ring of
Prophet Solomon (PBUH) in the
stomach of fish. Through this
Prophet Solomon (PBUH) re-
turned to his throne.

Prophet Solomon (PBUH) had a
huge dining setup. His langar-
khana (free meal kitchen) was
always full of people. It pleased
him to feed them. One day, it oc-
curred to him to invite all of the
creations of God for a feast, so he
spoke to God, “O Lord of all
realms! I would like to arrange a
feast for your creations.” God
replied, “O Solomon! It is my job
to provide provisions. You will
fail to feed them even once.”
Prophet Solomon (PBUH) said,
“God, whatever I have is blessed
by you. I want to serve Your crea-
tions with the same.”

He then arranged a feast on a
massive stretch of land. Jinn were
commanded to spread a wide,
stainless floor for dining, and to
bring and stock all sorts of foods
from the nooks of the east to the
corners of the west. The wind was
commanded to suspend the floor
in the air so that every creature
could attend the feast.

—

Seven Lac Cauldrons

It is said that there were about
700,000 huge cauldrons that were
used to cook food. As soon as the
food was prepared, a fish drew its
head from the river and addressed
the King, “I am decreed to attend
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Prophet Solomon (PBUH)

The Jinn were busy building a huge structure as instructed by Prophet
Solomon (PBUH). During that time, God summoned Prophet Solomon
(PBUH) away from the material world, but the Jinn did not know of it,
and they remained busy with their work.

Jinn Engineers

Prophet Solomon (PBUH) had a
magnificent palace built from
engineers among humans and
Jinn. It was an exemplary work of
art as the gleam of glasses, col-
ours, and phenomenal handiwork
made it stand out. To enter the
palace, one had to cross a veran-
da. In place of a veranda, a huge
water tank was dug, which was
filled with water and covered with
crystal clear glass. The floor was
so elegant that it would delude
many into thinking that it was not
a floor, but flowing water itself.

The same happened with the
Queen of Saba when she visited
the palace. She raised her dress to
her ankles to get down into the
water. Prophet Solomon (PBUH)
said, “This is not water. The entire
palace and this floor are made of
shining glass.” The queen lowered
her eyes with embarrassment, and
the arrogance and superiority
within her weakened. She admit-
ted humbly to God, “O’ Lord! I
wronged myself by worshipping
others except God. But with Solo-
mon (PBUH), 1 believe in
One God Who is the Lord of the
whole universe.”

Prophet Solomon (PBUH) was
a great king and a prophet of a
high status. Prophetic qualities
were evident in all of his actions.
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He would not associate himself
with  anything,  rather  he
considered everything to come
from God.

Ism-e-Azam

Despite  Prophet  Solomon
(PBUH) being a prophet of high
status, and a great king, he was
tested through tough situations
many times. Once he went to the
lavatory and left his ring with a
maid. The ring had Ism-e-Azam (a
name of God which has the high-
est value above all other names of
God) engraved on it. In the mean-
time, the king of the Jinn, Asmo-
deus (sometimes linked to Ash-
medai), appeared, snatching the
ring from the maid and taking
over the throne. The ring was very
precious as it was used as a stamp
to place on orders related to the
affairs of the kingdom. Every-
thing Prophet Solomon (PBUH)
had was lost, and so he retired to
a jungle.

Prophet Solomon (PBUH) was
very hungry at one point so he
knocked on a door. A lady called
out from inside, “Who is it?”

Prophet Solomon (PBUH) said,
“I am someone you must feed.”

The lady replied, “I cannot in-
vite a stranger man to my house in
the absence of my husband. How-
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the other side, a corpse lay wait-
ing for the post mortem.

Javed was observing all of these
tragic scenes attentively. Over-
whelmed with the situation, he
felt like giving enough money to
other patients so that they may
transfer to the private ward.

The sound of his hiccups grew
and could be heard from a dis-
tance. All of a sudden, a young
man with a plastered hand ap-
proached him, and called gently in
a low tone, “Brother.”

Javed looked at him and
thought, “Who might this be?”
“Brother,” the young man went on
again. “Don’t you recognise me? |
am Rasheed Ahmed. I was aware
of you being here in this district. I
saw your picture a few days ago
with my sister in law Salma, and
even if I hadn’t, I would have
recognised you anyways.”

“Wow!” Javed said. “Rasheed,
you’ve changed a lot! Why are
you here?”

“l got a job in a company. I
was on a business trip when my
bus overturned. Several passen-
gers died or got injured. Both of
my wrist bones are fractured with
a crack in my collar bone. I have
been crying and thinking about
you ever since I arrived here, but |
had lost your address so I couldn’t
call you. But how fortunate I am
that you came by yourself.”

Javed  was  affected by
Rasheed’s condition, and stepped
forward and embraced him. His
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heart melted.

Rasheed was his cousin. Javed
always admired him for his wis-
dom. It had been quite a long time
since they had met.

“Why didn’t you inform me?
Come with me! Let me ask the
doctor,” Javed said.

Rasheed responded quickly,
“No, you don’t need to.” But
Javed moved towards his ward so
Rasheed walked along with him.
When he reached there, he real-
ised that he no longer had any
hiccups.

“Have they stopped?” Javed
thought. He smiled and said, “Ram
Bharose! I am cured! The hiccups
left on their own, and now
Rasheed will live in this ward.”

Ram Bharose observed Javed
and listened close for any sign of
hiccups, but there was no sound
of it. “Maula Daad! His lordship
is healthy and sound.” Maula
Daad ran towards them while
scratching his scattered beard, “Is
it true, Ram Bharose?”

Javed helped Rasheed lay-down
on his own bed. Rasheed was ex-
periencing strange sensations in
his injured, numb hand. The bone
couldn’t be easily fixed and
healed, but the blood was flowing,
probably from Javed’s brotherly
love that pumped energy to his
arms, and ran through his veins.

o ——— 0B ———
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spect and love, especially those
pushed away from the level of
humanity — they sense much
warmth in this behaviour.

Javed’s sickness aggrieved the
entire family. The women stopped
operating the hand mills that day
and the children postponed their
favourite evening games. Many
workers gathered inside the tent
and sang country songs as the
women beat drums, and for quite
a while they danced too, but there
was no end to Javed’s hiccups.

He was awfully languished by
the next morning. Eventually, it
was decided to take him to the
hospital in a truck. Therefore, one
day, all work stopped but the coal
ovens still smouldered inside. The
trucks arrived to load the coal,
with some topped up and some
half-loaded. Hurriedly, one of the
trucks was emptied wherein a
charpoy was placed, covered with
a bedspread, and Javed was laid
down upon it.

At the time of departure, the
eyes of the women were brim-
ming with tears, and the chil-
dren’s faces were gloomy.

One of the upset children cud-
dled his mother and asked, “Mum,
where is he going?”

“The hospital”, she answered
sadly.

“When will he return?”

“At God’s Will!”

Javed left the camp. A clerk and
a few workers accompanied him.
His hiccups continued during the
entire ride, and he continued sip-
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ping tea from a flask.

The small convoy reached the
city in three hours. Javed initially
stayed in a hotel there while a
doctor came to examine him, gave
him medicine, and then adminis-
tered an injection.

Javed slept for quite long, and
when he woke up, his hiccups
resumed. In his sleep, a private
ward had been arranged for him in
the hospital and he was taken
there. At the entrance of the ward,
he cast a cursory glance at the
environment inside, but returned
to the lawn and stood there.

“I would like to stay here for a
while. In that time you may put
everything in its place,” Javed
told them.

He wandered there slowly as his
hiccups continued, and yet he
crooned poetry from time to time.
While strolling he wandered to-
wards the general ward.

The environment there was mis-
erable — the distressed patients
were impatiently moving in their
beds. Some had left their beds and
came outside despite having
dressed wounds on their heads, or
severe coughing fits. A patient
was screaming with pain in his
broken hip-bone — his leg had a
weight tied to it weighing what
seemed to be several pounds.
Nurses, in their uniforms were
trooping around.

Doctors would sometimes pass
by randomly. Some individuals
looked perplexed and worried
outside an operation room and on
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helper. She had been accompany-
ing him for the past ten years in
desolate and uninhabited places.
She always took good care of his
well-being and comfort.

A harsh but sincere voice re-
sponded, “What is it, Sir?”

“Get me water!” Javed said.
“But not food, I will drink water
first!”

Once the water was brought to
him, Javed drank it sip by sip, but
taking a sip would cause the hic-
cups to only stop momentarily
and then resume the next moment.
Ram Bharose’s words were now
stuck in his mind: “Sir, somebody
is thinking of you!” Then an old
couplet emerged in his mind that
had been resting in his subcon-
scious for God knows how long:

Why do I hiccup, O my stricken
heart?

Perhaps, my naughty beloved
thought of me at last

He didn’t believe in such poetic
concepts as he was a graduate in
science. Thus, he never paid any
attention to the conventional aph-
orisms like how a snake lost its
vision because of garnet, or how
linen dresses tore in the sunlight.
He believed them to be exaggera-
tions by poets with no scientific or
experimental evidence. More im-
portantly though, Javed had no
beloved in the entire world whose
thoughts of him would arrive in
the form of persistent hiccups.

In the noiseless world of the
wild, instead of human beauty,
where nature is seen with all its
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beauteous splendour, he had for-
gotten all of those figures of flesh
and bones, whose sight would
trigger and stir emotions within
him. Scientific ideologies and an
intense commercial life had
pushed his mind away from such
eliciting charm.

The hiccups accelerated gradu-
ally, and that began to worry him.
A wave of anxiety spread across
his camp. The labourers slowed
down their activities, harmonious
songs the women sang lost their
passion, and hullabaloo of the
laughing children quietened down.

Javed’s behaviour towards his
task force was respectable. Every-
body in the camp lived like a fam-
ily and they considered Javed as
one of their members who equally
partnered in their weal and woe,
singing, and festival dancing. He
even took care of whoever fell
sick. The labourers covered in the
dust of coal sat around him and
conversed for hours. He used to
play radio for them so that they
could listen to the songs, offered
them beeri and cigarettes, present-
ed hot tea and coffee if someone
caught a cold, and distributed
peanuts and roasted grams among
them. This is why all of the work-
ers spent their time happily even
in severely hot and cold weathers
with him.

With the end of the monsoon,
they would gather around him
with baskets and axes. They found
it very comforting sitting under
the roof made from Teak leaves.
Everyone values moments of re-
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Hiccups

It has been an old myth that if one hiccups, someone is thinking about
them. This we have heard from our forefathers too. We have not had any
experience to verify this thus far, but maxims from our elders validate
their own life experiences however. Based upon this, we present this

short story to you.

Why do I hiccup, O my stricken heart?

Perhaps, my naughty beloved thought of me at last

Amid the dense woods of An-
dhra Pradesh, under the breezy
shadows of tall Pine and Teak
trees, there was a hustle and bus-
tle in the camp of a forest contrac-
tor, called Javed. His tent was
erected among the high trees in a
pleasant location. At a distance,
there were bamboo huts for the
workers, while clay stoves were
smouldering outside. A few yards
away, some clay ovens were be-
ing opened under the light of pres-
surized paraffin lamp, and several
workers were loading coals from
the ovens into the trucks that were
lined up.

It was summer and the month of
June had begun. Javed was trying
to deliver most of the construction
timber and firewood to the train
station, and all of the coal stock as
quickly as possible. There was
smoke coming out of the stifled
clay ovens. It was an interesting
sight to see amidst the ongoing
business activities.

While Javed was busy noting
the accounts of his business in his
room, a few labourers covered in
coal dust were sitting and smok-
ing beeri (a cheap, thin mini-cigar
that is manually filled with tobac-
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co typically found in some Asian
countries) near him. Javed would
talk to them a little and then get
busy writing in the register. Near-
by, there was a battery run transis-
tor radio that wasn’t working as
the battery had not been charged
for several days.Ram Bharose
asked, “Sir, why isn’t the radio
playing? It feels good when it
plays music and we hear songs.”

“The battery has died. Once I
get it recharged from the city, it
will begin to play songs again.”

“When it plays, it keeps the
women and children amused.”

Javed went quiet again and be-
gan to write in his book as usual,
but all of a sudden, he had a hic-
cup. Then it happened twice, and
then it was followed by a third.
Javed paid no attention to it, but
Ram Bharose spoke, “Sir, some-
body is thinking of you.” Javed’s
lips curved into a smile, as if he
had not taken the remark seriously.

When the hiccups did not stop
however, Javed closed the regis-
ter, took off his glasses and called
out to his maid, “Ram Kali!”

Ram Kali, a native of a village
in Madhya Pradesh was his loyal
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January, 1961.

Once, Baba Qadir’s (RA) helpers
were talking to each other after
getting done with their chores at
around midnight. The topic of their
discussion was that only the lucky
ones find the true spiritual master as
they are rare, whereas others take
strenuous work from their students,
but that bears no result. This discus-
sion took place at quite a distance
from Baba Qadir’s (RA) room. At
breakfast, Baba Qadir (RA) read the
following couplet in a very sweet
manner:

“Thirst does not care about the
washing area, hunger does not care
about the leftover rice

Sleep does not care about the bro-
ken bed, love does not care about
the rank and caste”

He then said, “All the rivers and
streams have gone dry. The land of
the Arab is a strange place. There
is plain desert and sand every-
where, but there lies some oasis
too — springs of water — around
which the palm trees grow. These
springs are about 20-40 yards long
and wide, and contain enough wa-
ter that it doesn’t reduce in level if
even a thousand camels drank
from it at the same time. These
springs are fed through under-
ground streams which cannot be
seen through physical eyes. Very
often it happens that a camel
smells and identifies the water
spot, and upon digging a little, the
water surfaces. The camel is a
strange animal. It is also known as
a ship of the desert. It carries a
huge weight. It can stay hungry
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and thirsty for longer periods than
one can think of. It eats wherever
and whatever amount is given to it.
If it doesn’t get anything, it does
not care for weeks. Typically, it is
friendly and unharmful, however,
sometimes it chews a man’s head.”

Then he added, “The date palm
has strange characteristics. It has
neither branches, nor as such a
shade. Its fruits are at such a height
that no ladder can help in attaining
it; it can only be attained by those
who know to climb. From the date
seeds, other trees can be planted,
but these are Tukhmi (from the
seed). They are not produced
through grafting. Its roots spread to
a far distance and from there, sap-
lings grow. In this manner, the de-
sert becomes populated.”

God knows to what hidden sys-
tem Baba Qadir (RA) was refer-
ring to by mentioning under-
ground springs, oasis, the carrying
load of camels and the travel of
the desert.

Baba Qadir (RA) says to the
seekers of the true path, “Never
worry about the spiritual gains or
think, “What status do I have?’ or
‘What have I achieved?’ Just con-
sider how much of yourself has
been annihilated, and whether ‘I’
is still left within you? This is the
secret to attain the Truth.”

“Do not open the eyes through
which you see your beloved

Gradually, turn into a dream and
dwell in the world inside.”

(Last episode)
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broken heart is strangest. The
fragrance of Self is love. The at-
tributes are a clothing. The fire is
Exaltedness and the flower is His
beauty. And the Self is superior to
all of this.” This is how Baba Qa-
dir (RA) disclosed secrets while
strolling with a rose in his right
hand, and wearing a beautiful smile
on his face.
C——

In 1959, Baba Qadir (RA) visit-
ed the shrine of Baba Taj al-Din
(RA). On his return, he gave
many signs of his departure from
this world.

Upon his arrival he commanded,
“Raze those weak and small hous-
es at Lal Metay. I will be buried
here, but the time to go hasn’t
come yet. [ will live a little more.”

In his last days, he expressed a
desire to go for Hajj. Innumerable
people were blessed from Baba
Qadir (RA) as per their aptitude.
He would advise three things
when sending disciples to spread
the light of Truth, “Do not hurt
anyone. Keep remembering God,
and serve. Service is a mandatory
ingredient of life.”

The accounts of the blessed dis-
ciples of Baba Qadir (RA) can be
read in the book ‘Hayat-e-Qadir’.

One day Baba Qadir (RA) said,
“Many fish have come into the
market. I really like fish (those
who are in quest of the Truth).”

In those days, some of the peo-
ple from Pakistan visited him.
When speaking of them, he said,
“See, it is Peshawar everywhere.”
And it was seen that his spiritual
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gathering was packed with people
from Peshawar.

——

Baba Qadir (RA) was resting
while he was unwell. Someone
came over from Nagpur and
brought some gifts. The guest said
to Baba Qadir’s disciples, “Place
these gifts near the feet of the
king if he is asleep.” The disciple
went inside and saw that Baba
Qadir (RA) was sitting. He in-
formed him of the guest from
Nagpur and that he had brought
bunches of bananas and flowers.
Baba Qadir (RA) said, “He is a
lover and a believer of the One
God”. A day earlier, Baba Qadir
(RA) had told his disciples that a
lion would come to visit him. And
thence Baba Qadir (RA) went
outside himself to meet him.

During the days he was sick, he
said it number of times, “I will
travel to Pakistan. Do they have
fish. I will not shave my head till
find one.”

Later he said, “There is some-
body who has held your belong-
ing. You will gradually be en-
lightened and will attain the bless-
ing of both worlds and hereafter,
if you follow what he says.”

One day Baba Qadir (RA) said,
“A pond of fresh water turned into
a river. The river of fresh and
salty water will merge — time and
again — in this era and in the eras
forthcoming.”

Baba Qadir (RA) said to disci-
ples, “I will not disappear, how-

ever you will not be able to see
me.” He passed away on the 27"
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love of a Sufi embraces them too.
Allama Igbal (RA) says,

“Strong belief, continuous effort
and love which can conquer the
world,

These are the swords of Men in the
battle of life.”

——

After that, Baba Ubayd Allah
Durrani (RA) mentioned the de-
scription of Narain Patnum:

It is a small village, located in a
huge valley. By walking through
difficult, narrow paths and hills,
one manages to reach there. All
the mountains around the valley
are used for farming. Small fields
and a valley make a very plea-
sant sight.

We stayed in Narain Patnum for
about an hour and after having
mangoes and tea, we got into our
car to return. It was very warm
there. Where there were beautiful
sceneries, we stopped and enjoyed
it for a while. During the stroll
Baba Qadir (RA) said,

“Why is it important to finish
this journey and what is the pur-
pose of this travel? It completed
in such a wonderful manner. On
one end there is success and
pleasure, and on the other such a
scorching heat. The Lord is so
magnificent. Look there, three
parrots are flying away, and there
in front the mountainous range.
That tall mountain in the fore
front is the shortest, and the ones
behind it are considerably taller
than each other, but are at a good
distance — but look here, they all
appear as one.”

On this occasion, Baba Qadir
(RA) said, “Prophet Abraham
(PBUH) was Khalil Allah — the
friend of God. When he was
thrown into a fire, the fire turned
cold by the command of God.
God ordered,

‘O fire! be cold and safe for
Abraham.’ (Quran, 21:69)

The love of God blossoms in an
individual when His love attains
perfection within them. Their fra-
grance becomes a means of bless-
ings, and their colour and beauty
are beyond this world. The crea-
tions of God come to them, at-
tracted to their fragrance, while
they stay in their abodes. Beauti-
ful butterflies devote themselves,
and some nightingales sacrifice
their lives for them after singing
their enchanting song in fervour.
The account of Prophet Abraham
(PBUH) is albeit historical but as
like all other verses of the Quran
it also contains an insight that
even a Prophet was thrown into
the fire, and had to go
through tests.”

Then Baba Qadir (RA) said,
“The key to Ilm-e-Ladduni (the
knowledge of the formulas of the
universe) can only be attained
from a friend of God. One should
spend some time under the super-
vision of a true master if they
wish to wunderstand the holy
Quran, as every aspect of a spir-
itual master’s life is an elucidation
of God’s commandments. The
apparel of cognition is the blessed
one, and only a friend of God
knows of its value and excellence.

The Heart is strange, but the
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whatever goes into it is cleaned
too. If something loses its motility
and dies, its fragments slowly
break apart and go into the sea.
And from the sea, its life begins.

People living on dry land are shy
to wet their feet in the sea water.
However, as soon as they get clos-
er to it, a wave soaks their feet
despite all their efforts to keep
away. When the wave returns to
the sea, it takes away the sand be-
neath their feet in a way that peo-
ple find it difficult to maintain their
balance. The enchantment of the
night of full moon is a charisma.

This very same state can be
observed on urs (the death anni-
versary of a friend of God). Fol-
lowers can seek and receive bless-
ings at any time of the year, but
during urs , everyone is blessed.

———

We were sitting cross legged at
the sea shore of Visakhapatnam
behind our spiritual master. An
hour passed and then two... yet
everyone remained busy within
their own states. I’'m not sure
whether it was to find the pearls
from the depth of the sea or to
gauge the depth of the sea. The
sea was quiet, and so were we. All
of a sudden, Baba Qadir (RA)
stood up and joined his hands
together over his head. For half an
hour he stood still facing the sea.
God knows what it meant to keep
both hands on the head. Was there
a responsibility that he was gladly
accepting? Then Baba Qadir (RA)
turned his face towards us and
spoke to us about usual matters.
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It was dark and ships were an-
chored about 1.5 to 2 miles away
from the shore. The lights in them
were shining, and it felt like there
were two strong forts in the sea.
In that very moment, Baba Qadir
(RA) said, “One more ship is
travelling from Kakinada. There
are many ports, but the sea is the
same everywhere. At places the
sea is shallow and at other places
it is very deep. The people have
named them differently. These
ships appear close, but they are far
away. It is very difficult to deter-
mine the distance from the surface
of the sea.”

So such discussion continued
and everybody according to their
capacity unearthed the wisdom
within them. After some time,
when the third ship appeared,
Baba Qadir (RA) said, “Look!
Look it arrived.” The ship an-
chored at quite a distance.

God knows what three ships,
their lights, the sea and the shore
implied to. Arriving and staying
in that place, and what happened
in that silence are all secrets that
God knows.

Baba Qadir (RA) started walk-
ing on the beach and we followed
him with a torch in our hands at
some distance from him. There
was a rock slightly outward on
which he climbed. It was surpris-
ing to see that how the water had
softened the hard rocks and pene-
trated into them, trimming off all
of the sharp edges. Love has a
similar impact. Irrespective of
how hard and bleak hearted the
opponent is, the passion in the
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The Life of Baba Qadir (RA)

It was surprising to see that how the water had softened the hard rocks
and penetrated into them, trimming off all of the sharp edges. Love has

a similar impact.

The obedient disciple of Baba
Qadir (RA), Baba Ubayd Allah
Durrani (RA), has mentioned a
couple of journeys of his spiritual
master in the book “Hayat-e-
Qadir”. The following is a short
summary from those accounts. He
has also stated that these travels are
of a very valuable nature as they
contain signs that can help disciples
seeking spiritual knowledge.

>

There is a beautiful port, Visa-
khapatnam Port, about 40 miles
away from Vizianagaram. There
are hills around the city, and one
of its sides is touched by a sea.
That is why the sea is very deep,
and huge ships enter the city from
there. Also, a shrine of Hazrat
Ishaq Madani (RA) is situated on
one of the hills. It is a very peace-
ful spot. If stayed overnight, the
roaring sounds of the sea waves
sync itself with the stirring emo-
tions within oneself.

One evening, Baba Qadir (RA)
travelled there with some helpers
and guests in a car. It was planned
in a way that the moon was visi-
ble in its peak. The car was
parked near the beach.

The sea looks quite mesmeriz-
ing from the clean and crystal-like
sand on the shore. It appears as if
the sea has absorbed all the beauty
of the moon within it, and its
heartbeat guised as the waves are
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devoting themselves to the shore.
The beautiful drape of the moon-
light creates an atmosphere where
it feels that the moon has enchant-
ed the waves so much that they
become passionate to embrace the
moon. In this impressive way the
waves rise with pride, move to-
wards the shore and bump into it,
turning itself into shards. It feels
like against its confinement, the
sea is staging a protest to show its
raging emotions.

The sea on the night of the full
moon creates a wonderful feeling
within one’s inner. As heaven
bows down to meet the edge of
the earth on the horizons and
when its blue reflection merges
into the blue water in a way that it
becomes difficult to differentiate,
which of them is earth and which
one is the heaven; and who is the
face and who is mirroring it.

The veil between the concealed
and the apparent seems to be lifted
due to the scenery and raging
sound of the sea. This commotion,
protest, huge waves and eventual-
ly their devotion is only limited to
the shore. One will see nothing but
tranquillity at a wide span of sea.

The sea is so magnanimous that
whatever is dropped into it, it pops
it out after a while from a slightly
different spot. No matter the
amount of filth that is poured into
it, the water remains clean, and

L




from within you and make you
aware of it. Let us understand
what made Kasturi a superlative
perfume.”

He affectionately continued,
“When you lost everyone, you
found Him. When you lost every-
thing, you gained Him. When you
became a vagabond, you became
His friend. When you served His
creatures, He took upon Himself
to serve you. When you offered
gratitude for what you had, you
won Him over. The one who
walks towards Him must walk
forward with nothing and no one.
Those who are in the grip of ma-
terial wealth can never be finders
and keepers of the treasure hidden
within themselves — God.”

Looking into her eyes, he asked,
“Now my dear Kasturi, do you
want the material wealth that can
adorn this bottle of perfume
(physical body), or do you want to
dive into the treasure and fra-
grance of Divine love within the
bottle? What you choose will be
you. Either you stay back in your
prison or you can break through.”

As Kasturi thanked the wise
man and walked tall in the love of
God, far in a distance, the onlook-
ers heard a nomad sing couplets of
Maulana Rumi (RA) that encour-
ages spiritual travellers to follow
the traces of the mystical scents.

The spirit is so near that you can-
not see it!

But do reach out for it.

Do not be a jar full of water
whose rim is always dry.

Do not be the rider, who gallops
all night,

And never sees the horse beneath
him.

The Sufi’s books are not marked
with words men write,

For it is a heart like snow, one
pure and white;

The scholar’s work through words
he writes is known;

By footprints is the Sufi’s method
shown.

Like hunters he has hunted game
instead;

He saw deer tracks and followed
where they led.

For several steps, on tracks he
has relied,

But now the scent of musk serves
as his guide.

When he gives thanks for tracks,
completes the way,

Of course through them he’ll
reach his goal one day;

To rise a stage by scent earns
more for you

Than tracks or circumambulation
do!

During the question answer session, a student asked, “Sir, I have been
attending your lectures for five years, but I just don’t get it. Could you
please explain it in few words to me? Some people chuckled at this ques-
tion. The master smiled and said, “Everything changes, except God.”
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There he was, sitting clad in white.
His face radiated in unexplainable
ways. But what stood out, was the
enormous levels of love and com-
passion in his kind eyes.

She did not realise she was star-
ing at him. At one point she jolted
when the wise man locked his
eyes with hers. She saw him nod
his head and summon her for-
ward. Shy and afraid she stood up
meekly as many eyes followed
her, and walked up to the wise
man to kneel down at his feet. “Sit
down comfortably,” he gently
encouraged her.

The wise man closed his eyes,
took a deep breath in and looked
up. “Does anyone smell the fra-
grance of musk?” He asked. The
group of participants began sniff-
ing the air and indeed, there was a
strong fragrance of musk. “Where
is it coming from?” asked the wise
man. People started speculating
and assuming, “It must be the
flowers.” “It must be the neigh-
bours who sprayed it out.”
“Someone in the group must have
brought it with them.” The as-
sumptions rolled in but no one was
really sure from where the exquis-
ite fragrance had filled the air.

The wise man looked at the boy
and asked him, “Did you bring in
musk with you today?” The boy
looked flustered and shook his
head to say No. They all looked
at the boy with curiosity. How
would a boy of 15 years of age
manage to bring an expensive
fragrance with him?

The wise man smiled more,
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“Indeed it is you who brought the
musk with you, the purest form of
musk, Kasturi!” As he said this,
the wise man looked at Kasturi
who was trying to crouch in
her place.

Hearing her name, she looked
up startled. “Me? The exquisite
fragrance of musk? How can this
be, respected Sir? I am all but a
vagabond, with nothing and no
one to call my own,” she sobbed.
“How can I be musk?”

The wise man smiled and said,
“The Noor (God’s Light) within
each of us is like the fragrant
musk. The body plays the role of a
mere bottle for the fragrance with-
in. But we are so focused on the
beauty of the bottle that we never
once look inside to see the con-
tents within it. This fragrance is of
the love of God within us. Our life
is all about glimpsing within the
bottle and experiencing our inner
fragrance. The one who has smelt
their fragrance or the Divine es-
sence within them will never find
anything worthier outside them-
selves. But the one who remains
unaware of their fragrance will
follow the scent and try to find it
in things and people around them,
and will move in circles of frustra-
tion, never realising what they
seek is within themselves.”

The wise man took another deep
breath and looked at the audience
who was now silent. “How did the
fragrance fill the air?”

When no one answered, he con-
tinued, “It takes an experienced
perfumer, to let out the fragrance
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her stay for a while.

One day, for the first time he
heard the desperation in her voice
as she cried, “I am at my breaking
point! There is no way back for
me now.” She was surprised to
find him smiling. Before she
could consider him insensitive, he
told her about the seed, the egg
and the cocoon.

“At the breaking point of a
seed, is a sapling waiting to be a
mighty tree! At the breaking point
of the egg is a bird ready to hatch
and fly to mighty heights! At the
breaking point of a cocoon is a
butterfly waiting to kiss colourful
flowers! Who knows what this
breaking point will make of you
dear Aunt Kasturi? You may
transform and grow great like a
tree, or fly to such heights that
you have never imagined like the
bird or just live a colourful and
gleeful life like the fluttering but-
terfly, or even better, live your
best version as a human being —
God’s best creation.”

He heard her chuckle as she
pulled his cheeks exclaiming,
“My! My! Look how you have
grown up! Who have you been
listening to? What have you been
reading?”’

He joined in with her laugh and
replied, “A wise man comes in
everyday and speaks of things that
are new and exciting. He shares
experiences that are not just of
this world. You must join us Aunt
Kasturi. Maybe He will show you
the way forward.”

“I can share a few teachings of
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the wise man with you,” he con-
tinued. “These teachings were
playing on my mind and I have
begun to note them down. Here
are a few things I recalled and
jotted down on breaking through.”
Saying so, he began to turn a few
pages in the diary that he always
clung on to and started to read out
loudly to her.

“Firstly, God has ordained in
The Holy Book that one needs to
break through the edges of the
earth and skies to find Him.

Secondly, one has to break
through their old patterns of think-
ing and adopt Prophetic ways of
neutral thinking to progress.

Thirdly, one must break free
from 70,000 layers crusted on our
soul to find our true self.”

He paused and saw that her
eyes were already lost in a strange
trance; they were twinkling like
the brightest of stars. He knew
what she would ask him next.
“When can [ meet the wise man
my dear boy?”

“This evening, he will be here
at 6:00 PM. Please join us, on the
porch of the villa,” he said, as he
walked back to his room.

Kasturi washed up and draped
herself in a fresh cotton saree. She
did not know what to expect but
she was hoping that the wise man
would set her free from this life of
misery and loneliness. She sat in a
far corner from where she could
hear and see the wise man. Her
comfort was always in the corners
as she had always lived in them.
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The Musk

The body plays the role of a mere bottle for the fragrance within. But we
are so focused on the beauty of the bottle that we never once look inside

to see the contents within it.

She was in her late forties and
had no one that she could call her
own. Abandoned by her husband
at a very young age she would sit
with tearful eyes every single day,
silently watching the children in
her neighbourhood play. She knew
she could have no children nor a
home of her own and often stayed
in the corners that people offered
her in their residences. Sometimes
her allocated space was under the
stairway, at other times it was in a
storage room, and she had even
stayed in an attic or basement. It
made no difference to her. She
would make every damp, dark or
cramped space her extravagant
home. He had never seen her
complain about her situation or
display any semblance of worry.

When he met her, she was liv-
ing in a room that was earlier used
to store firewood. He was im-
pressed with her abilities at mak-
ing a comfortable home out of any
space given to her. Problems such
as a lack of ventilation, the heat of
the summer, or a leaking roof
during the heavy downpour of
rain hardly seemed to bother her.
Her focus was only on how grate-
ful she was to have the safety of
the corner in the plush villa. The
owners had been kind enough to
let her stay for a year.

She found her peace serving as
a nanny for children who were in
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kindergarten. She fed the little
ones and ensured they emptied the
lunch boxes. He had seen her hold
onto the hands of the children as
they stood by the school gate
waiting for their guardians to es-
cort them home. When it rained,
she pulled them back to safety to
avoid them getting wet. In the
scorching sun, she made the chil-
dren drink plenty of water and
ensured they were not dehydrated.

Her name was Kasturi. It was
one of the most beautiful names
he had come across. It means
musk, the fragrance found in a
musk deer. It is said that the musk
deer is so enchanted by its own
fragrance, it often roams for miles
to discover the source of the smell
which in fact diffuses from its
own body.

She indeed was a musk deer
running after the fragrance of un-
conditional love that she herself
was. He never had the chance to
tell her that. Perhaps because he
was not of an age where he could
tell someone who was older than
him by decades. He was only 15
years of age. Some things he felt
were better experienced as a child
and understood and appreciated as
one grew up. He saw her looking
for support in the people around
her, seeking love in the children
that were not her own, trying to
find security in the homes that let
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surroundings. As a result, the elements around them are stored in
their mind in a sequence with all of their features, which helps
one locate things easily. The impression of the surroundings on
them is so grave that they never achieve respite enough to step
into the sub-consciousness. In order to enter into a higher zone,
one must make efforts to be free from the clutches of crowded
thoughts.” (Loh-o-Qalam)

The master explained further, “It is necessary to empty out crowded
thoughts because when thoughts recur, they create doubts. The words of
God negate uncertainty and affirm the law of concentration, as when
God intends to do something, He says, ‘Be’ and it becomes. Remember
that a lack of concentration affects movement and speed adversely, pav-
ing the way for space to dominate over time. This dominance can be
understood with the following example: when thoughts are not central-
ised, a write up that could be completed in a day, is not finished even
after a week.”

—————————

Dear friends, there is no change and delay in the works of God. As per
divine law, when things are viewed through a restricted consciousness,
the objects viewed are bound to contract and expand — appear and disap-
pear. God has blessed us with the ability of the Sultan through which
one witnesses that there is nothing near nor far, and that the process of
expansion or contraction does not exist in reality.

Respectable ladies, gentleman and students, you may ask questions
and write to us for further understanding.

May God protect you.

9
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repulsion is the outer facet of earth. To know what lies beneath the sur-
face, one has to be free from the grip of gravity.
“O company of jinn and men, if ye have power to penetrate (all)

regions of the heavens and the earth, then penetrate (them)! Ye
will never penetrate them save with (Our) sanction.”

(Quran, 55:33)

A student asked his master, “We see and reap the benefits from the
sun and the moon. Does seeing them mean that our sight has crossed
beyond the terrestrial zone?”

The master replied, “The laws of God are unchangeable. The reason one
sees the stars and the moon is because they are familiar with the atmos-
phere beyond the terrestrial bounds, but it certainly does not mean that we
are acquainted with what lies at their core. We are simply aware of the
impact they have on us. The words ‘acquaint’ and ‘impact’ are indicative
of the law of reflection. It clarifies that the consciousness only sees a re-
flection, irrespective of what the celestial bodies are in actuality.”

The student asked, “If it is the reflection that we perceive, then are
we both reflections too?”

The master answered, “The universe is like a globe. The earth and sky
and the creatures within them, including you and I, are all reflections.
The light beams from elsewhere, and that is where the true being is set-
tled. A layman sees only the body enclosed in matter, but their subcon-
sciousness observes the light within the body. This globe contains all
forms and features. When we look at the matter, we actually look at the
entity confined in the globe. But in dreams, the layer that conceals the
matter becomes so subtle that one is able to see the hayula (prime mate-
rial). We assume that we are acquainted with our surroundings, both
within and outside the globe, but the truth is, what we see is a mere re-
flection. God has made the universe or earth a reflective mirror, so that
individuals may increase their capabilities, and be attentive towards
seeking the Truth. This is possible only when one becomes cognizant of
the Sultan.”

The student asked, “What is the Sultan? And how one can familiarise
themselves with its knowledge?”

The teacher replied, “Sultan is a sight that sees the unseen realm.
Abdal-e-Haq Huzoor Qalandar Baba Auliya (RA) has shared a formula
so that we may become acquainted with it. He says,

“The more one grows older, the more one is engrossed in their
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things in their dreams in the same way they would in the state of wake-
fulness. The holy Quran describes this confined pattern of seeing and
thinking as:

“If thou obeyedst most of those on earth they would mislead thee
far from God's way. They follow naught but an opinion, and they
do but guess.” (Quran, 6:116)

“And they have no knowledge thereof. They follow but a guess,
and lo! a guess can never take the place of the truth.”

(Quran, 53:28)

L

God has explained the earth and its nature in various chapters within
the Quran. He says,

“And He it is Who spread out the earth and placed therein firm
hills and flowing streams, and of all fruits. He placed therein two
spouses (male and female). He covereth the night with the day.
Lo! herein verily are portents for people who take
thought.” (Quran, 13:3)

“Have We not made the earth an expanse, And the high hills
bulwarks?”” (Quran, 78:6-7)

The earth is a being like all other creations, whose duty is to nurture
vegetations and fruits of various kinds. One of its attributes is to swell or
expand. To sustain the process of expansion, the almighty Lord has
spread out the earth and placed therein mountains and flowing streams.
When something expands, time and space proportionally increase result-
ing in the deceleration of its movement. And when space contracts or
shrinks, the process is reversed. The reason God has pegged mountains
onto the earth is to keep its apparent movement in sync with the con-
sciousness of those who are not aware of the subconsciousness or con-
cealed senses.

It is important to note that the actual ability of the earth is to shrink
but God has nailed mountains onto it in order to curtail this process and
sustain life on it. Here, the apparent aspect of the mountain is under dis-
cussion,whose trait is explained in the verse mentioned below as gravity.
When gravity takes root, it distances one from reality. God has negated
gravity in the following verse as:

“And thou seest the hills thou deemest solid flying with the flight
of clouds: the doing of God Who perfecteth all things. Lo! He is
Informed of what ye do.” (Quran, 27: 88)

The process of expansion and contraction is directly proportional to
repulsion and attraction respectively. Attraction is the inner facet, and
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an entity. The side that we are aware of is called earth, and the one of
which we are unaware is called the sky. The zones of the earth and skies
can also be explained as the limit of one’s insight. As we enter the re-
gions of the skies, we find that each stratum is inhabited by creations.
What is sky for us, is earth to them. But their earth, in contrast to ours, is
the unseen world i.e. ghaib. The holy Quran sheds light on it as follows:

“And verily in the heaven We have set mansions of the stars
(Burooj), and We have beautified it for beholders. And We have
guarded it from every outcast devil.”” (Quran, 15:16-17)

According to the words of God, the beauty of the Burooj cannot be
discerned by an individual with a satanic thought pattern. Only the sight
that is free of confinement can behold them.

It is a universal phenomenon that every creation is influenced by their
surroundings. While marine creatures carry the traits of the environment
they live in, the impact of the land is apparent on its inhabitants and the
residents of sky are influenced by the elements therein. For example, the
Earth is incarcerated in clay whereas the skies are zones of light. One of
the attributes of light is to disperse, such that its limitations are not obvi-
ous to the eyes. This propels one to think,

e Why do the objects outside the terrestrial zone appear to us in Earthly
forms?

e Do we actually look out of our Earthly zone at all?

e Everybody who looks at the sun or the moon considers them to be
round discs, and the stars to be lit as if they were lamps. Are they
truly as we see them?

It unravels that the pattern with which we see things on earth, becomes
the basis of how we see and are acquainted with objects in the sky. The
sight, despite reaching beyond the terrestrial zones, does not see sun,
stars, moon or space — but it merely views what the mind sees. It estab-
lishes that it is the mind that shows us the infinite or finite aspect of ob-
jects as per our aptitude. For instance, viewing the sky with sunglasses,
does not turn the sky dark. Or things do not turn colourful when we look
at them through coloured shades. Likewise, rather than seeing the celes-
tial bodies as they are, we only see the impact they leave on our minds.

Another example is the state of dreams where one steps into infinity,
whilst still being present in the finite zone. Although the state of dream
is a zone of light, where time and space are different from the state of
wakefulness, instead of observing the light, an individual witnesses
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Message of the Day

The universe is analogous to a mirror on which light from Loh-e-
Mahfooz (the Preserved Tablet) disperses, and as a result, it displays
forms and features within it. As the Loh-e-Mahfooz contains the record
of every entity, it is a source of recognition among all creations in the
universe. This acquaintance with the record enables the creations to ob-
serve life on not only the terrestrial zone, but the celestial zone too. This
is the reason why an individual can see the sun, the moon, and the stars
— a life different than that of their zone.

As per scientific calculations, the moon is at a distance of about
250,000 miles from the Earth and the sun is about 90,000,000 miles
away. One must contemplate on the fact that irrespective of this enor-
mous distance, the sun and moon appear to be at proximity to the
Earth. However, when attempts are made to reach them through mate-
rial means, the path leading to them seems to fade away. How does a
sight reach an object at such a great distance, but a material body fails
to do so?

This is because the zones of the earth and the sky have different spati-
otemporal limits. These limitations exist everywhere, but their presence
is not felt in the celestial zone like it is on Earth. In other words, the fre-
quency of sight is modified when it travels across the space of the earth
and into the space of the sky.

e

Eyes, spectacles, binoculars, telescopes or microscopes are different
channels with diverse ranges of seeing things. However, it should be
noted that it is not the lens in them that sees. Similarly, dreams and
thoughts are other mediums of sight, but they surpass the aforemen-
tioned modes in terms of speed and function. The state of dream and
thoughts leave their mark on an individual, and take them to different
places at the same time. These states determine that the physical eye is
not a source of vision, but it is only a medium, just like telescopes and
binoculars. Hence, it is the medium that alters one into a state of con-
sciousness or subconsciousness, but what enables one to see is some-
thing else.

——————

Contemplation of the earth and sky reveals that they are two sides of
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